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Moreign Miscellany. | was far superior to that for cracking jokes, and who, 
though now out of sight, could not forego the op- 

From the United Service Journal. | portunity of bringing himself to mind—* Very true, 


} . 1 . . 
Confessions of a Subaltern who hopes for better times. | Colonel, none of your gouty, asthmatic veterans will 
uf vo Pare # = "| do there—a!l very well for depot-rangers and feather- 


“ Rosexcranrz.—W hat is your cause of distemper ? | bed-huggers ; but for service, Colonel, we want men 
You do surely but bar the door upon your own liberty, | j¢ poavier metal.” ‘ 


If | onan. ag c take ys : sbscarye “« Who is that that speaks ?” exclaimed the Colonel. 
? 7 *“* Hear him! hear him!” cried one. 

« Uncover there,” said another. 

“Chair! chair !”? added a third. 

** Pass around the decanters,”’ said the President. 


Now, my dear Mr. Editor, in the above response of! 
the royal Dane, you may learn the whole history of 
my complaint—a complaint so general amongst the This was done, and not till then was revealed to 
growlers of my elass in the army, that I doubt whether 


any cure can be provided short of arazor or a yard of | -~ the bottle-imp, still busy at a nut, and picking at 

rope ; unless, indeed, the military conclave now sit- | ‘© er ident.” said the little centl ‘ 

ing may chy hit on armedy. Tes not" Dy on fee ag es fee genoa, geting 
% oO r ! ri ” >”? v ° v iia 

nature’s plague (thank heaven !) to spy into abuses, ‘toast, gentlemen, Fe you please.” 


though “my jealousy may shape faults that are not.” 
g 4 : : ‘tht The glasses were filled, and, in avery sonorous 
It is not with abuses, however, that I have anything voice, such as might be expectedto have proceeded 


to do, but with feelings rather, for from the throat of the African swallower, the follow- 





“¢ Age with his stealing steps lowing toast was given—*Gentlemen, here’s to a full 
Hath chain’d me in his clutch ;” and speedy brevet, | the appearance of which, it is hoped, 
and I feel, Mr. Editor, will prove that merits which so conspicuously grace our 
“That he is shipping me into the land, mahogany have not been disregarded by the powers 
As if I had never been such.” that be. 


ee 


** And, by the powers !” exclaimed Major Emerald, 
“a very good toast entirely, and sure it is.” The 
toast was responded to ina manner which showed 
that the opinion expressed by the Major was general. 

** You stand a good chance, Colonel,” observed one 
of the company. 

** Oh! as to that, J’m sure to come in.” 

“Orin any case to go out,” whispered he of the 
| nuts to Lieut. Woodcock, who sat next to him. 


Would that I never had been such! Iconfess my 
disposition: is not moulded after the fashion of the 
“antique world, when service sweat for duty, not for 
meed.” It is rather in accordance with the spirit of | 
the times, ‘““when none will sweat but for promotion.” 
Patience, doubtless, is a great virtue, but like the | 
oor Jew we read of in the time of King John, I have 
een reduced to my last tooth—suffered, with mariyr 
one od myself, a ‘ 2 we ® 
ong age ge eles: itor peculiarity 3 **In short, as a proof of it,”’ continued the Colonel, 
in the constitution of some persons, who in spite of| a ye me. ir 9 you that when T was last at the 
the wear and tear of that cunning old sapper, Time, | iin + gealaads Gaaaa 
live as though insensible of any diminution of their | ey ~ Pheer regen Ogee d | but pray how long: 
faculties. What a state of sublunary beatitude, of TP: wea vee cpptt St pegs there?” interrupted Captain. 
blissful unconsciousness, is this the first flash of that aa romgeendl rein: BAhink a 
conviction which,dissolving the enchantment, presents| — ,. 4, a ~vi oad axe i rather better. 
us with a picture of ourselves in our true colours, turas | 5 ¢ Petes | . my “Col es s ately, then, and ‘out 
us inside out, and shows us both sides of the question. | pPo you know, Colonel, ‘ out of mind." *. 
How detestable becomes the picture on account of that hi oo egg we ee produce the proofs upon 
very quality for which, in our earlier days, we should be og >. mow en ad been established in. his 
have extolled it—its fidelity! Thrice, thrice happy mw A sop ‘l ty isappointment of his listen- 
is he who can never s2e it in this light—whose con- | yt a ae eaey for his argument, the intended 
sultations with his toilet-glass, reflecting proofs of — — mye eut short by a soo violent fit of 
daily-increasing baldness and additional wrinkles, ra ne —— -continwed without intermission for 
engender reflections of nosuch sombre nature. This egy Pevsner how's thie: h 999 
placidness of temper, or happy ignorance, call it what eat the Bt oe on this; asthma—eh 2” in- 
you will, I greatly envied in my kind friend and com- q “Ny Lae Bt ays p gereint 9 Lpreerion © h , 
mandant. The Colonel, in his younger days, had) 9.4 . 9 Retort 2 4 chronic, T hope?” exclaimed the 
been a “soldier fit to stand by Cesar and give com-  ® Doviiiattaeke dida* h 
mand,” and, I have no doubf, has mettle in him still; ! q,) te - ii mY rer i thappen at the Horse Guards, 
for the following little dialogue will show, that though pore: riser - ree : 
vibrating betwixt the boundaries of sixty-five and b coating noe Be wid als Heaven be thanked, 
seventy, he was in nowise conscious of his senescence, oy oa _ te nie. Foolish trick ; d—d orange 
whatever might be the opinions of the wags at the ae pow lead it il wh . $ 
mess-table. It was in anxious expectation of a step | ao} 1 said Ti ve “Ww rs - pee get used to it, 
through the late brevet that he exclaimed, in a spirit Rb “~o 1eut. Woodcock, pushing over the 
of the most juvenile enthusiasm, “ My dear fellow, — h ox to the Doctor, after having extracted a huge 
remember what J tell you. England wants, and must cen - — Foot, in — to smother, in a bout 
have young Major-Generals—young Major-Generals, | ° cme, on 9h Rene A e felt to laugh. 
Sir, with unimpaired, vigorous constitutions. Men} “ Used to it !” exclaimed the Colonel, indignantly. 
who can work—who can weather a campaign—who  “ By no means, Sir ; used to it only now and then.” 
can endure the hardships of a winter bivuuac on the} Now, though Colonel Redivivus was not used to it, 
snow-covered plains of Russia!” it was no novelty to his subordinates, since the track, 
‘‘ Very true, Colonel,” replied a ve young and | as he termed it, had been regularly performed before 
very little Ensign, who, in the chair of the vice-pres- | the same spectators every night for the last four years, 
ident, sat concealed from view by a row of decanters | not even Sundays excepted. 
in his front, and whose talent for walnut-cracking’ I solemnly believe the Colonel was not conscious of 
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that fact; and this may serve as one amongst the 
many illustrations which might be produced of the 
happy ignorance in which some people live. Now, 
whether the Colonel had swallowed Morison’s pills 
(his puffs are enough to choke me,) or whether he 
had borrowed a leaf from Medea’s book or taken a 
dip in her cauldron, [ know not; but J can only say 
that I wish I possessed either his temper or his secret. 

Now, Mr. Editor, Iam a gray-headed subaltern, 
somewhat envious of the continued juvenility of my 
late excellent commandant—I say luie, for his expec- 
tations have been realized, and, like a valuable book 
of reference, he has been laid upon the shelf until that 
day shall arrive when the “horror classicus,” the ter- 
rible sound of the trumpet, ([ don’t mean the last 
trumpet, ) shall awaken his country to a sense of the 
necessity of appealing to the pages of his experience. 
Inthe mean time I hope that no more painful argu- 
ments than those which he now acknowledges will ever 
arise to disturb his mental complacency ; and that 
that logic, which sooner or later addresses itself to all, 
may be slow in its appeal to him,—*‘ Mors sola fatetur, 
quantula sunt hominum corpuscla,” quoth Juvenal. 

But in comparing notes, and enquiring into the pro- 
bable cause of the difference in our respective feel- 
ings, I arrive at the conclusioa that it exists principally 
in this, viz.—that the General never saw in his mirror 
those proofs of senility, which I hourly observe in 
sundry little reflections of myself. 

Now, I have six children, (‘* What a prospect,” I 
think I hear my readers exclaim, “ for the fund !’’) 


geminis canebat sparsa senectus.”” Not only are my 
temples grey, but what few hairs I can boast of are 
daily receding from the margin of the “ es frontis,”’ 
and approaching the climax of intetleetual baldness, 
But, alas! beardiess Captains have superseded hairless 
subalterns—a phenomenon in the eyes of a civilian, 
but rather too common a fact to create astonishment. 
in the military world. That we are both, neverthe- 
less, things to stare at, the following little cireum- 
stance will prove. It happened the cther day that’a 
very fat elaerly gentleman was enjoying the spec- 
tacle of three Ensigns and the writer marching past 
in slow time, in all the measured uniformity of well 
regulated automaton pace-sticks, and saluting a 
young Captain, to whom the Colonel of the corps had 
delegated the command as a man might lend his bil- 
siard table. merely that his friend might knock about 
the balls a little, just to keep his hand in. When the 
parade was over, the fat gentleman approached me, 
and elevating his hat some four inches from a semi- 
bald head, * wished to know if the commanding of- 
ficer was on parade, as he had a favour to ask?” I 
referred him to our young Captain, who, I said, was 
the sentor on parade. 

*‘ Senior, Sir,” said he with astonishment; “ you 
are joking, surely.” 

“No,” I replied ; * I am serious.” 

** Why, Sir, he appears very young; has he been 
long in the army, Sir?” 

** Long enough to be a Captain,” I answered. “He 


’’) | has served more than three years, or perhaps four, as 
and these obtrusive little monitors, with the fidelity | an effective subaltern—though the rules of the service 


of six Hessian boots polished with Warren’s best, | absolutely required only two years’ effective service 
remind me oft, as I look in their joyons little faces, of | in that rank.” 
the lack-lustre of my own complexion. This,| ‘You astonish me, Sir; for upon my honor, I 
however, would be a source of pleasure to me in the| thought you were merely showing him how it ought 
midst of my misfortunes, did not the conviction I} to be done.” 
entertain of their increasing capacities, both withres-| I could not refrain from laughing outright. 
pect to “ appetite ’’ and “‘ personal proportions,” re-| Strange as may appear to you the exhibition of 
mind me of my increasing inability to administer to| such a seedy old fellow as me going through these 
the one, or cover the other. mancuvres—we think nothing of it in the service, 
My “youthful hose”’ have indeed been “ well saved;” | we are used to it—(an¢ I thought of the Colonel and 
my old “lean and slippered pantaloons,” which for} his asthma)—it is a trick we have in the army.” 
ears past have served as so many bones-of contention} ‘Well, Sir, you know that the subalterns are the 
betwixt my wife and me, have been apportioned in| flower of the army; at least so I have heard.” 
certain modica to each of my aforementioned little| << Flour, indeed—you may say that we do all the 
urchins ; and as the natural inheritors of my earthly | work—and if we are not flour by this time, it is not 
treasure, if the result of the military commission does | for want of grinding.” 
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not speedily avert my present intention of either cut- 
ting my throat or the service, they will, in all proba- 
bility, stand in my shoes as well as my breeches ; by 
no means, however, things to be desired by the 
leg-atees, if I am to judge from the cruel manner 
in which they have pinched the present possessor. 
Lord Bacon says—*“ A man who is married and has 
children hath given hostages to fortune.” I have 
been liberal in my securities in this respect, but the 
blind goddess, I am sorry to say, has been so negli- 
gent of their interests, that I fear I shall yet be com- 
elled to solicit a restoration of the pledge, and trans- 
Pr my little moveables to the credit of the fund, and 
which, for its own credit, I hope will not refuse the 
deposit. 
orty years is a tolerble age for a subaltern, and for 
half that period I have marked time in rear of a 
company. Thus my company, like the world at large, 
has turned its back upon me, and the only consolation 
which arises to me under the circumstance is, that if 
I have not been indulged with the light of its coun- 
tenance, I have been proportionately spared the dis- 
lay of my blushes. Daily and hourly do I experience 
resh proofs of my deteriorating constitution. I have 
been frozen in North America, thawed in the West 
Indies, and parboiled in the Eeast. My looking glass 
which I never consult but on shaving occasions (limit- 
ed at the present state of the soap market to thrice a 
week,) recalls to my memory the melancholy words 
of the Mantuan bard, and makes me sigh for the wind 


This jeu de mot rather tickled my fat friend, who 
rejoined— 

“Well, Sir, let them grind you a leetle longer, so 
that you make bread of it in the end. 

* That is just what I intend doing, ifI can but 
hold out a little longer; the service may be of use to 
me, though in all probability I shall not be of much use 
to it.” 

“ Well, Sir, we must hope for the best ; but pray, 
Sir, allow me to ask what is the test of qualification 
for your first commission ?”’ 

** Interest.” 

‘* For your second, Sir, how then ?” 

** Cash,” I replied. 

** And for a company, Sir?” 

* Cash, again.” 

«So, I see, money makes the mare to go in the 
army, as well asin most other professions ?” 

‘*« Exactly ; and she turns devilish sulky without it. 
For my part, I have been flogging and spurring her 
flanks for twenty years, and the devil an inch will she 
budge for me.” 

“*‘ Ha—ha—ha!” laughed my old friend. ‘So then, 
Sir, in that little monosyllable consists the whole se-~ 
cret of your advancement ; but if a Captain, for in- 
stance, should die ?” 

* Ah!” I replied; “ that is an instance of such rare 
occurrence, and so long since it has happened, that I 
almost forget what follows then. The fact of it is, 
that whenever they get a friendly hint from the grim 





























up of the Military Commission—“ Necdum temporibus 


enemy of the probability of such an occurrence, they 
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generally sell out; and just before the breath pops 


out of their bodies, these moneyed gentry pop over 
our heads.” 

“ Well, Sir, but has not education and learning any- 
thing to do with it?” 

«« Why as to that, in every situation of life learning 
will prove advantageous—knowledge is power—but 
in our profession not indispensable to success; it is 
not classed amongst the learned, like the law or the 
church.” 

“Yes, Sir; I have always heard that the parson 
must study a great deal previous to ordination.” 

‘“* And there we differ materially ; we have only to 
study sub-ordination, and this comes naturally. Ido 
not, however, exclaim against the system of promo- 
tion by purchase—I should be sorry to see it abolished; 
for my own part I have tried the practical efficacy of 
it as far as the means offered—and it would be un- 
—_— to attempt to cut away the steps of the lad- 

er of ambition and prevent the ascent of other as- 
pirants, merely because I cannot gain another round.” 

“In short, Sir, you do not ‘ scorn the base degrees 
by which you did ascend?’ ” 

‘« Far from it: it is true that it may be galling to the 
feelings of an old officer to see boys every day pop- 
ping over his head ; but how many steps are acquired 

y us in our earlier service by the promotion of of- 
ficers in this way? for whose removal, were we to 
wait until death took them out of our way, or until 
provided for by the ordinary progress of time and 
events, we should needs call to our assistance greater 
patience thai we can even command as it is.” 

“ Well, Sir, I am glad to see you satisfied with the 
system; ‘ poor and content is rich,’ you know Sir.” 

From the occasional observations made in the course 
of his remarks by my friend, whose thoughts were 
ever readily illustrated in Shaksperean phrase, I had 


a shrewd icion th bel d to the histrionic | ~ Shec : : 
eres 0 ae Andy lagen Rg be pts but a sidewind advantage be obtained by the promotion 
'or removal of some of those living bulwarks—Lieu- 


fraternity; and having in my earlier days com- 
mitted as many murders in this way as should 
fall to the share of any reasonable amateur, or even 
a seerenr wee actor, short of the great Archilaus,* 
determined to humour his vein, and rejoined— 

“* Why, as to that, we have had grumblers in the 
profession from the earliest period, even before the 
present system was thought of. Iago thought it the 
‘curse of service—preferment went by letter and affec- 
tion, not by the old gradation where each second stood 
heir to the first.’ Now I do not know in what con- 
sisted the old gradation, unless he meant ‘death vacan- 


cies’—a means anxiously looked to by our modern! 


soldiers.” 

“Are all ‘death vacancies’ that occur in a regi- 
ment filled up frém the corps ?” 

“Generally. The senior officer of the next rank 
below usually considers himself the i tonanta inheri- 
tor of the step, but it does sometimes happen that he 
finds himself disappointed, and that the estate-tail (as 
the lawyeis would say) has been cut off—a recovery 
cated end. in short, himself jobbed of that step, 
which by the old gradation might have fallen to his 
lot; but there is no remedy.” 

*‘ No, Sit? What then is the grand naval and mili- 
tary Commission we hear so much of?” 

“T really cannot exactly say ; but I suppose that 
as we have lately had a committee on military 
punishments, this is to be one for the discovery of mili- 
tary rewards. ‘The fact of it is, we all, in our respec- 
tive grades, flatter ourselves that the object of the 
investigation is to inquire into and redress the grie- 
vances of our own particular class. For my own 
part, I shall look upon anything as a boon. Now, an 
extra shilling per diem for each additional seven years 

* We are told that, in the region of Lysimachus, the 
murders performed on the stage by that great actor Ar- 
chilaus were so admirably and naturally executed, that 
the Abderites became infected with a murderous mania, 
and ran about the streets killing every person they met. 


'T should regard as a perfect God-send ; and, surely, if 











seven years’ service as a Lieutenant should (as it does) 
entitle us to one shilling per diem extra, each succes- 
sive seven years of apprenticeship on full pay should 
be a good title to a further addition; but the rank of 


‘ensign does not tell towards this extra allowance, 


which is an unaccountable oversight, to say the least 
of it: were it otherwise, I might soon, in the eventof 
such a boon, look forward to an addition of 2s. per 
diem. 

** Has the Commission sat long?” 

* A considerable time, and the report is anxiously 
looked for.” . 

* Well, Sir, I sincerely hope you will not be disap - 
pointed, and only find yourself, after all, in the condi- 
tion of the old woman of Croydon, who watched the 
incubation of her favourite hen, only to discover, at 
the expiration of the natural term of sitting, that she 
had presided over parboiled eggs.” 

*‘Ha! ha! ha!—No, indeed, I anticipate more pro- 
ductive results from their labours, and have no doubt 
whatever that something will be proposed for the 
benefit of the United Service at large.” 

“<T hope so, truly, Sir.” 

Saying this, the professional gentleman took his 
leave with a stage bow. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I hope I shail have no reason 
to discover any analozy between my case and that of 
the old woman of Croydon. Ido not expect to count 
my chickens before they are hatched. I cannot agree 
with some of my fraternity, that the commission is all 
humbug—a mere sop for the grumblers, just to sto 
their mouths until death stops their breath. The il- 
lustrious names composing it “are strong against the 
deed.” My expectations of an extensive distribution 
of the good things amongst the subalterns of the army 
are not of a very sanguiné kind; my disappointment 
will be the more tolerable ; it will be something, if 


tenant-Colonels, Majors, and Captains, who, like 
masked batteries, stand before us, impregnable them- 
selves to “the shot of accident and dart of shame,” 
to screen, as it were, the merits of the “flower” of 
the Army from the observation of those whose duty it 
would be to reward them. 

«Due regard to economy and the efficiency of the 
service”’ are items, we are told, for the consideration 
of the military conclave. Now, I think that even 
Joe Hume himself will acknowledge, that considerin 
the minacious aspect of our political horizon, bo 
would be best studied and secured by a large increase 
of the Army and Navy. However, an order lately 
issued from the Board of Ordnance to stop all further 
chance of our raising the wind by the removal of the 
very bellows from our quarters, sanctions a different 
construction of the terms of thoseitems, ‘ Delusive 
hope” has long “ pointed to distant good.” I begin, 
however, now to breathe somewhat more freely, fancy- 
ing that I do, at length, see a sail in the offing, whic 
I trust, will prove to be something more su stantial 
than the Flying Dutchman. For some additional con- 
firmation in my hopes I look to your excellent Journal. 
Should there be no prospect of anything good, or should 
you have grounds to be'ieve our expectations falla- 
cious, let your pages be bordered with an edge of 
black, half an inch wide, to signify @ la distance the 
telegraphic announcement of the Death of Hope. If, 
on the contrary, you have good news for us, be sure 
and hoist wH1TE sails in time, lest your a 
£zeus should in despair pitch himself into the sea. 

ne word respecting the Fund, Mr. Editor. I feel 
quite, as it were, a novus homo, and have felt so ever 
since this grand desideratum has been in progress: In 
short, I now feel an enthusiasm for the service, which 
caution for the future prospects of my family has 
hitherto prevented my experiencing. Let me but see 
the fund established, and I will most readily give that 
life to my country, which I have, as yet, only sought te 





196 ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 





proaerne for my family. I certainly think that of- 
ers in bad climates should be called upon to pay 
an extra subscription, but only where the allowances 
may enable them to do so: for instance, in the East 

Indies. The climate of the West is more fatal to 
human life than that of the East; but Ido not be- 
lieve we have any extra allowances there of a pecu- 
niary nature. Second marriages of officers should 
be subject to a protective tax, though not to an ex- 
tent amounting to a prohibition. A man may outlive 
his first wife, but the chances are vastly againgt his 
surviving asecond. If two wives and a bad climate 
cannot kill a fellow, the devil’s in it. 

* For my own part, I think there are some objection- 
able clauses in the proposed plan; but as I have 
nothing at present better to substitute, I shall be silent; 
time and sound criticism will best develop its good 
and bad points. In the interim let those who are in- 
terested in the project promote its success to the 
best of their ability. Doubtless the institution will 
find its enemies, as observed in the N. and M. Gazette; 
yet the example shown in your influential Journal 
will secure it the advocacy and support, I trust, of the 
London press: the force of opinion in such a cause 
will insure success, or in the words of Cicero— 
“Benefica voluntate benevolentia movetur, etiam si 
res forte non suppetat,”’—and credit will be given for 
good intentions, even though unaccompanied by an 
order on the Bank. Sup. 





*,* We are glad to find, by his own admisson, that our 
correspondent is not ‘“‘sanguine.” We counsel 
others to follow his example. The eminent members of 
the commission have, we are assured, done their best ; 
but their means have been restricted by the limits im- 
posed on their deliberations by the terms of the Com- 
mission, and the difficulty of modifying without impair- 
ing an established system. Something, no doubt, will 
be done—we have an inkling of the meagre truth,—but 
the Report now in preparation will soon set speculation 
at rest.—Epitor. 


Some of our friends, the Subs.in the U. 8. A. may 
possibly see in the “ Confessions of a Subaltern who 
hopes for better times,” a type of their own sufferings. 
At any rate, the article is well written and worth 
réading, and if the author be what he assumes, he is 
possessed of a commendable spirit anda cheerful 
disposition that will bear him through many trials. 





IRON VS. TIMBER STEAMERS.—Whiile at the Broo- 
mielaw the other day, the writer by the merest acci- 
dent stepped on board a splendid new steamer, which 
had been christened “ the Royal George,”’ and is des- 
tined to act as consort to the ‘“ Royal Sovereign,” at 
present one of the swiftest boats afloat on the station 
stretching between the Clyde and the Mersey. ‘The 
Royal George has been ior some time afloat, and as 
her engine and other geering are well nigh complete, 
she will leave the Broomielaw on an experimental 
trip in a week or so from th: present date. Her 
length of deck is as near as may be 200 feet, and forms 
as beautiful a promenade as can be well imagined ; 
burthen per register, including the space occupied by 
machinery, 300 tons, but in reality near 700; engine 
power, according to the usual calculation, equal to 
the muscular strength of 250 horses. At present she 
draws scrimply five, and when loaded with 100 tons 
of goods, the draught will not exceed seven feet of 
water. - With the exception of the deck, bulwarks, 

addle-boxes, rosewood lining of the principal cabin, 

c., the entire frame-work of the beautiful ship des- 
eribed is composed of sheet iron, three-eighths of an 
inch in thickness, and strongly rivetted inside by bars 
or fastenings, which take the form diagonal, the strong- 
est of all. With a view to safety in the case of a 
sunken rock or lee shore, the extreme length from 
stem to stern is divided into five compartments, and 
the largest is not so much the hold, which can be 


| dealt with as is most expedient, as the gap filled with 
a double engine, furnaces, cylinders, and the other 
appurtenances that manufacture the propelling power. 
Should a hole, therefore, be stove in the vessel’s side, 
by collision with a rock or any other antagonist body, 
water can only rush into one apartment, to the extent 
of a foot, or possibly less, and so long as the others 
remain pertectly dry, sufficient buoyancy remains be- 
hind to enable the crew to.apply the pump and repair 
the leak. The Royal George is the fifteenth iron 
steamer which Messrs. Todd and MeGregor have now 
built, and their joint opinion decidedly is, that what 
are called wooden walls for naval purposes will soon 
be at a discount, and iron ones at a premium. Be- 
tween the cost of the one material and the other, the 
ditlerence is trifling; and the great advantage of iron 
is, t] at it lessens very considerably the draught of wa- 
ter; arecommendation, it may be addei, beyond price 
in river navigation. Buta short period has elapsed 
since the Clyde Foundry engineers received an order 
for an iron sail ship of 500 tons burthen, destined for 
the American trade, and which a year or two hence 
may be seen careering in the wake of the British 
Queen, and the other great arches which span so ben- 
eficially the waters of the mighty Atlantic. In 1835 
Messrs. Todd & McGregor built for a Waterford com- 
pany, who have steamers of different materials afloat, 
that ply regularly between Ireland and Liverpool, an 
iron Sch: and, during the four years that have inter- 
vened, the said craft has neither required nor received 
the slightest repair, while the whole of her wooden 
consorts have been repeatedly caulked, and otherwise 
refitted, at an expense varying from £400 to £500 
annually. This is another decided recommendation, 
which alone ranks second to lightness of draught, and 
how long an iron ship, with fair play, will last, is a 
problem as yet undecided, and which possibly enough 
may not be solved for the next twenty or thirty years. 
The oil and grease which are so plentifully used in 
the engine house below, diffuse a moistening influence 
which extends in some way to every part of the ship, 
and the balance of opinion, as to naval tear and wear, 
so far as experience has yet gone, is in favor of iron 
and against wood, almost in the ratio of three to one. 
—Dumfries Courier. 


STEAM VESSELS AND MORTAR CANNON.—The fol- 
lowing extract is the conclusion of an article in the 
last number of the Foreign Quarterly Review, on the 
tangled relations, peaceful and belligerent, of Europe 
and Asia. It contains some information of great in- 
terest on a subject that is now attracting general at- 
tention among maritime nations. 

We have avowed our little apprehegsion of the Rus- 
sian fleets. That of France ts fay more formidable, 
and her naval power, by the invention of steam, may 
bid defiance to the boldest in Europe. On this head 
she deserves the utmost attention. 

The system of large vessels, regular ships of the 
line, must now be inateriaily altered ; and though we 
undoubtedly ought to keep a force of these equal fo 
anything that might be brought against us, so long as 
the present system is retained by other nations, yetit 
must undergo modification. Gur naval superiority in 
ihe last war, for instance, cannot be maintained by the 
same means; the system of blockade would be im- 
practicable; steamers might at any time tow vessels 
of war and transports along their own shores if desir- 
able ; while vessels of war must be dependent on the 
wind, and consequently stand out often far to sea.— 
But steamers could not be employed in permanent 
blockade, from the quantity of iuel they require, and 
the little scope they afiord for movement and space, 
after allowance for machinery. The fire too increases 
the danger to the magazine. but though inefficient 
for a blockade, they would be of infinite service against 
it, for a single steamer might issue from a blockaded 

ort at nighi, in fair weather towine ovun-hoats, and 
earing a gun or. mor ; 
sixty-eight por” 
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line could offer little defence; for, as the steamer lies 
low in the water, she would scarcely ailord a mark, 
while the high hull and tall masts of her antagonist 
would offer a target for every shot. 

As proofs of the destructiveness of the new system, 
we extract from the reports of two experiments made 
at Brest, with M. Paixhans’ Mortar cannon, on the 
Pacificateur of 80 guns, some years since. It is stat- 
ed that— 

** Whatever ideas might have been formed of the 
effects of this arm, those which have been obtained 
have surpassed them; that the discharges have pro- 
duced in the line-of-battle ship a destruction and rav- 
age which would certainly have prevented her from 
continuing the action, and perhaps led to her immedi- 
ate ruin; that extremely remarkable ranges were ob- 
tained; that the results so surprising might serve 
greatly to modify, in extending its etiects, the use of 





artillery by sea and land; that M. Paixhans is highly 


** And as to the use of mortar-cannon in other ves- 
sels than ships of the line, as well as upon the coast, 
&c., the Commission Was unanimonsly satisfied * that 
this arm would have a marvellous eifect in coast bat- 
teries. No ship, whatever might be its force, if it was 
from 300 to 6V0 -fathoms distant, could stand against 
such a battery ; that it would be very advantageous to 
arm with this new artillery either floating batteries or 
gun-boats, or vessels, or steam-vessels ; and it is of 
opinion that for the defence of roadsteads, coasts, or 
attack of line-of-battle ships becalmed or embayed, 
the success of mortar-cannon would be infallible.’ ” 

These matters have not yet come sufliciently before 
the British publie at large. 





Tue Cyciops sTEAM MAN-OF-WAR.—This magni- 
ficent vessel, the largest steam man-of-war in the 
world, was launched from Pembroke dock yard a few 
days ago. Her dimensions are as follows :—Length 


praiseworthy for having introduced them, and that he | 225 fect, bean between paddles 38 feet, depth of hold 
cannot be too much congratulated; that experience | 21 fect. Her tonnage is about 1300, being 200 tons 
has confirmed his theory; that if such effects have | larger than the Gorgon, launched from the same slip 
been produced with an 80-pounder gun, one can hard-| about eighteen months since. Her equipment as a 
ly imagine those which might be produced by 15)-| man-of-war will be the same in all respects as a fri- 
pounder guns, which M. Paixhans equally proposed.” | gate, having a complete gun or main deck, as well as 
The report terminates thus.—* From this time your | an upper or quarter deck. On the main deck she will 
Committee is unanimous on the immense advantages carry 36-pounders, and on the upper deck four 48- 
which would be produced by the adoption of this spe- | pounders, and two 96-pounders on swivels, carrying 
cies of ordnance, which, employed for the defence of | a ball of ten inches diameter, and sweeping round the 
coasts, in gun-boats, floating batteries, at the entranee horizon 240 degrees. 
of road-steads, &c., would render iipossible the suc-; The Cyclops, like the vessel already referred to, 
cess of any enterprise attempted against thei by a’ will be commanded by a Post Captain, these two be- 
squadren, whatever might be its foree. Your Com- ing the only steamers taking frigate’s rank. Her crew 
mittee is equally convinced that, through new experi- | will consist of 210 men, 20-engineers and stokers, and 
ments on the use of this arm on board ships of the a lieutenant’s party of marines, who will have charge 
line, we may arrive, either by the different arrange- of the guns, all of which move upon slides and fixed 
ment of which its fitting is susceptible, or by modifi- ; pivots, thereby taking a much wider range than the 
cation of the construction of the vessels themselves, ordinary carriage can give. She will be schooner rig- 
at bringing this gun into use without danger, of which ' ged, but her toremast will be of the scantling and 
the eifects would evidently be to establish a sort of height as that of a 36-gun frigate. Her draught of 
equilibrium—between vessels of diiferent sorts and water, with all on board, including six months’ pro- 
diiferent sizes—a result which would be all to the ad-' visions, completelv armed, and with 20 days’ fuel, will 
vantage of the power which had the fewest greatships be fifteen feet. ‘This quantity of fuel (400 tons) will 
of the line, and the largest population, and conse- | be carried in the engine room, but there is space in 
quently to the advantage of France over England.” | the fore and after hold for 10 days’ more coal; mak- 
We extract from the second report as follows : |ing sufiicient fuel for a thirty days’ run. She has an 
«The Commission, which twice assured itself by | orlop deck below the gun deck, of dimensions so mag- 
»ersonal inspection of the prodigious damage done on} nificent that there is room to stow with comfort 800 
head the Pacificateur by the shells, has, after a full| troops and their officers ; so that, taking her allinall, 
discussion, formed the opinion that the Paixians can-| the Cyclops may be considered the inost powerful 
non throw shells horizontally, or at the same angle as | vessel in Her Majesty’s service. 
ordinary guns. The Cyclops has been built in six months, under 
« That the effect of them is so terrible that it would the immediate inspection of Mr. W. Eyde, master 
robably suflice for one or two shells of this kind to builder of Pembroke yard, from drawings and plans 
aoe between the decks of a ship, to compromise the | prepared by his brother, Mr. J. Eyde, the able assist- 
defence of the vessel attacked. /ant of Sir W. Symonds, surveyor of the navy, upon 
«‘ That these shells may produce, by their foree and whose principle, namely, the combining of the sailing 
explosion among the timbers, if they should burst and steaming properties, this vessel has been construc- 
there, a degree of damage which, if it took placenear| ted. The Gorgon, already mentioned, is also built 
the water-line, it would expose a line-of-batile ship to| upon the same plan, and so admirably has it succeed- 
be sunk, of which a judgment might be formed froin | ed, that, when on the coast of Spain, that vessel not 
the effect of the sheil No. 8, which, if it had taken, only eclipsed all that competed with her while under 
place at the water-line, had compromised the safety | the power of steam, but in a trial of 300 miles under 
of the ship, &c. canvass in a stiff breeze beat the celebrated Pantaloon, 
« Respecting the question of admitting mortar can- | heretofore supposed to be the fastest man-of-war brig 
non into ships of the line, the Commission, consider-| afloat. Since the Gorgon was built, experience has 
ing the danger and difficulty of employing at once too | dictated many improvements, and these have been in- 
great a number of loaded hollow projectiles, ‘ does not; troduced into the Cyclops. 
think that the battery of a line-of-battle ship ought to) The Cyclops will be docked in Sheerness dock- . 
be wholly armed with them; but it is nearly unani-| yard on the 30th instant, [July,] aad, after remaining 
mous that two or four of these guns might be placed] there for a few days, will proceed to the manufactory 
in the lower battery, especially at one of the extremi-| of Messrs. Seaward at Millwail, Poplar, to receive her 
ties, with the precaution of having a store-room apart | engine, which will be of 320 horse power, on the prine 
for the shells.” For fhe rest upon this point the Com- | ciple which, in the case of the Gorgon, has proved so 
mission thinks— that it would be convenient before | successful, that the Lords of the Admiralty have giv- 
the adoption of this arm on board of ships of the line, | en orders for five more pairs of engines unon the same 
to have experiments made upon them at sea, recom-| plan for as many frigates. Half-a-dozen such steam- 
mending that the trials should be made under all cir-| ers would do three times as much work as the same 
cumstances, &c.’ number of_line-of-battle ships. Twelve years ago, 
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Lord Cochrane maintained that a few well appointed 
steamers would suffice to keep in eheck opposing 
fleets in the Mediterranean, and, if we may judve froin 


appearances, a short time only will elapse before the | 
experiment is tried. ‘The Gorgon is commissioned by | 


’ Captain C. Henderson, K. C. B. who has already serv- 

ed with distinction on the coast of Spain in the Phe- 
nix and Salamander, and is to proceed to the Mediter- 
ranean forthwith.—London Morning Post. 





Tue Dutcn Navy.—On the Ist of July, the fol- 
lowing men-of-war were building for the navy of the 
Netherlands at Amsterdam :—The Tromp and Piet 
Hein, each of 74 guns; the Doggersbank, of 60 guns; 
the Lek and the Holland, each of 44 guns; the Me- 

dusa, of 26 guns; the Swallow, of 15 guns; and the 
Pyl, of 14 guns. At Rotterdam, the Waal, of 60 guns; 
the Yssel, of 44 guns; the Pallas, of 22 guns; the 
Haai, of 18 guns; the Heckla, of 7 guns. At Flush- 
ing—The Ruyler, of 74 guns; the Helder, of 22 guns; 





the Courier, of 18 guns; the Lynx, of 19 guns. From 
the Official Navy List it appears that on the Ist of Ju- 
na the corps ef the naval officers was composed as 
ollows .—1 admiral and colonel-general, his Royal 
Highness Prince Frederick of the Netherlands ; 4 vice 
adinirals ; 7 rear admirals ; 23 captains; 40 captain- 
lieutenants, one of whom is his Royal Hiehness Brine 
William Frederick Henry ; 28 lieutenants of the first 
class ; 173 lieutenants of the second class ; 53 volun- 
teers of the first class. Officers of Health—6 surgeon 





majors of the first class, 8 of the second, and 12 of the 
third class; 44 surgeons of the second, of the third 
class 29. Pursers of the first class 6, of the second 
18, of the third 18; assistants, 34; clerks, 838; sub- 
.altern officers, pilots, boatswains, carpenters, smiths, 
sailmakers, &c. 63. The Meekeer and Snelheed brigs 
are ordered to the West Indies, to relieve the Vak and 
Windbona, which are to return home.—United Service 
Gazette, Aug. 3. 





MILITARY LAW AUTHORITIES.—By Major W. 
Hoveu, 48th Regiment, N. 8.—Calcutta, Thacker § 
Co 


Of this valuable compilation, which has just reached 
us from Calcutta, we can searcely speak in terms of 
too exalted praise ; it is one of the most useful publi- 
cations for military men which have ever fallen under 
our notice. It contains, in fact, beside a chronologi- 
cal exposition of the opinions of the various-writers 
on military law, precedents alphabetically arranged ; 
charges for crimes, military and non-military; wit- 
nesses’ evidence and precedents, alphabetically arran- 
ged ; and formule of trials by regimental, district, ap- 
peal, and general courts-martial, alphabetically arran- 
ged. In an ably written dedication of his work to Sir 

enry Fane, Major Hough states, that the objects he 
has aimed at are—1l. To collect the opinions of the 
various writers on military law on the various points 
which arise previous to and during a trial by court- 
“martial. 2. To trace the original authority for an 
opinion, and the length of time during which suc 
opinion has been adopted; thus enabling the reader to 
judge for himself what the comparative value of the 
authority may be. As may be expected, his work is 
more particularly addressed to oiheaah of the Indian 
Army, although it will be found scarcely less useful to 
the officers of Her Majesty’s army. Major Hough is 
the author of several valuable professional wor!zs.— 


MEDICAL STATISTICS. 
MonTREAL, Aug. 5, 1839. 

Sra: I avail myself of the first opportunity which 
has presented itself, for which I am greatly indebted 
to the kindness of the Hon. Mr. Clay, to present to 
you the accompanying volumes of statistical reports, 
now anes —— cies by order of the Sec- 
retary at War, information of the British Par- 
Wansent and the world at large. 








In doing this, I beg to add that I am acting in con- 
formity with instructions I have received from Sir 
James MeGrigor, the Director General of the Medi- 
cal Department of the British army, who has, I know, 
been long desirous of presenting them to yourself, 
occupying as you do so eminent a station in the me- 
dical department of the United States army ; and al- 
low me to add, also, that I have peculiar pleasure in 
thus acting upon the orders of Sir James McGrigor, 
feeling confident that you will appreciate highly a 
work, which, while it is the result of the labors of the 
medical officers of the British army, as directed by 
Sir James McGrigor, is replete with valuable infor- 
mation for the future guidance of the statesman, the 
political economist, and the physician. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOS. SKEY, M.D. 
Inspector General of Hospitals. 
Dr. Lawson, 
Physician General U. S. Army. 
Surceon GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
City of Washington, Sept. 9, 1839. 

Sir: The packet you did me the honor, under in- 
struction of the Director General of the Medical De- 
partment of the British army, to send me, by the hands 
of the Hon. Henry Clay, containing statistical reports 
of the sickness, mortality, and invaliding among the 
troops in the United Kingdom, the Mediterranean, and 
British America, and the copy of the regulations for 
the management of the hospitals of the British army, 
forwarded through the hands of Doctor Abadie, of 
the United States army, I have had the pleasure to 
receive. 

These very important, and to us invaluable, docu- 
ments, are gratefullly accepted ; and in return, just 
now, I beg leave to tender to Sir James McGrigor, 
and to yourself, the sincere thanks of myself and the 
brother officers immediately around me, with a pro- 
inise that as soon as something can be produced from 
the labors of the officers of our army, worthy of the 
notice of Sir James McGrigor, yourself, and the me- 
dical staff generally of the British army, it shall be 


| forwarded to your care. 


We are at this time having prepared, from the re- 
cords of the Surgeon General’s office, a meteorologi- 
cal register, embracing thermometrical observations 
for a series of years in every section of our States and 
Territories ; Also a report on the vital statistics of 
the army, and the medico-topography of the military 
stations, extending over a period of twenty years. 
These productions will be completed within a short 
time, and if found to possess sufficient merit, will be 
published by the close of the present year, when I 
shall avail myself of the first opportunity to forward 
copies for yourself and Sir James McGrigor. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to make, through you, m 
most grateful acknowledgment to Sir James McGri- 
gor, for so distinguished a mark of his consideration, 
and to say that the works presented will be the more 
highly appreciated by my brother officers and myself, 
that they are’the result of the labors of many eminent 
medical gentlemen, engaged like ourselves in the mi- 
litary service of their pag 

With sentiments of the highest consideration and 
respect, I have the honor to be your obedient and 
humble servant, TH. LAWSON, 

Surgeon General U. S. Army. 
To Josrern Sxey, M.D., 
Inspector General of Hospitals for Canada, &c. 


MILITARY MEDICAL REPORT. 

A LETTER TO THE SECRETARY AT WAR ON THE 
SICKNESS AND MORTALITY AMONG THE TROOPS OF 
THE West InpizEs, &c. &c. By Sin A. Hawui- 
pay, M.D. 

This is chiefly a review of Capt. Tulloch’s cele- 
brated statistical report. Introductory to his subject, 
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Sir A. takes occasion to deplore the strange fact that 
no medical officer should have been deemed worthy 
or capable of performing the duty which was thus 
delegated to a captain in the army destitute of profes- 
sional knowledge. The picture which Sir A. draws 
of the utter nonattention of military towards medical 
officers on all points of hygiene, is absolutely distress- 


ing. In adverting to certain sources of sickness, the} 


want of chaplains for the moral instruction of the sol- 
diers, is clearly indicated, who, instead of attending 
divine service on Sunday, are strolling about the rum 
shops, getting drunk. Another cause of sickness and 
mortality, is the scarcity of troops, the consequence 
of which is, that the men are over-worked and over- 
watched, so that when sickness or punishment occur, 
the good men have hardly a whole night in bed. _On 
the benefit or injury of changing the residence or sta- 
tions of troops, Sir A. offers the following opinion: 
“I investigated the returns for a great number of 
years ; followed the movements and noted the casual- 
ties of several regiments, during the whole of their 
stay in the leeward and windward command, and it 
mee even to me rather surprising how uniformly 
all the returns I examined supported each other, and 
how satisfactorily they proved these great leading 
facts, namely, that the more frequently a regiment has 
been moved from one island to another, or from one sia- 
tion to another, in the same island or colony, during its 
residence within the command, the fewer men it has 
lost: and that the most stationary corps have always 
lost the greatest number of men.” 

He thinks that no regiment ought to be kept more 
than two years in any one island ox colony. 


“The moral effects of such a certainty (change of 


air) would have a powerful influence upon the health 
of both ; their sufferings would be endured with pa- 
tience and resignation, while their spirits: would be 
sustained with hope, and even their pleasures would 
be enjoyed with acontentment and moderation that 
would greatly check their running into excess.” p. 29. 


North America has been yet unexplored, and to 
that region, replete as it now is with painful interest, 
we shall shortly turn. We would direct attention to 
this report ; it will tend to disabuse the mind of ma- 
ny erroneous, and some injurious, impressions, and 
will, we are confident, materially assist the progress 
of medical science. More anon.—Medico Chirurgi- 
cal Review, No. 77, July, 1839. 





MarsHALi on So_pigrs.—We extract a passage 
from the London Spectator on a late vote on the sub- 
ject of the Army Surgeon’s duties in regard to sol- 
diers, which presents some curious facts.— Globe. 


From the London Spectator. 


The difficulties encountered by medical examiners 
in detecting imposture are very numerous, and scarce- 
ly credible to those not practically acquainted with 
them. In entering the army, imposition is more lim- 
ited, and more readily detected; but in that case 
much falsehood is stated with regard to health and 
age; and many tricks are practised to conceal blem- 
ishes, such as dying gray hairs with Warren’s black- 
ing. But when their object is to procure dismissal, 
every resource of skill, invention, self-control, and 
patience, are broughi into play, to a degree almost in- 
credible to those who do not know of what the mind 
is capable when it fixes itself steadily upon one ob- 
ject. Men will remain in the confinement of an 

ital, or even in bed, for months; they will feign 
deafness or dumbness, and carry on the deception till 
they procure their discharge, or some clever trap suc- 
ceeds in surprising them ; a-variety of receipts are in 
existence amongst old soidiers, by which “ malinge- 
rers”” (the cant term for a man who is feigning a dis- 
ease to get discharged) can induce factitious blind- 
ness, ulcers, swellings, hernia, and other disabilities ; 
and a case is on record in the archives of courts mar- 
tial, where a soldier persuaded a comrade to destroy 





his eye with a table fork (page 102.) In internal 
complaints the detection is easier, on account of the 
dificulty of inventing a series of natural symptoms, 
and the disposition to overdo, and they rarely succeed 
in feigning a languid eye or a sickly voice; but Mr. 
Marshall observes that a confirmed ‘‘ malingerer”’ is 
useless as a soldier, mischievous as an example, and 
generally contrives to obtain his discharge. 


Sham Deafness.—A marine, while serving on board 
a ship of war, complained trcm time to time to the 





surgeon, that he was gradually losing the sense of 
‘hearing; and atthe end of several months asserted 
‘that he was completely deaf. It being, however, 
| presumed that the alleged infirmity was feigned, and 
|as he could not be made to perform his duty, he was 
| brought to the gangway and flogged; but previously 
ito his being paraded for pee and during its 
infliction, he was informed that he should be p n- 
ed if he would admit the fraud, and return to his duty, 
| Every means that promised to be successful in sur- 
|prising him into, showing that he possessed the sense 
| of hearing, was resorted to without success; a firing 
| pistol close to his ear, suddenly arousing him during 
sleep, and endeavoring to alarm him, elicited nothing 
satisfactory. The ollicers at Haslar Hospital, to 
| which lie had been sent, resolved to punish him a se- 
‘cond time. Dr. Lind, who was then physician to the 
‘hospital, begged that punishment might be deferred, 
| with the view of gaining time to try, by another ex- 
'perimeni, whether the man was an impostor or not. 
| His request was granted. The doctor chose a favora- 
| ble opportunity ; and coming unperceived behind 
‘him one day, he put his hand upon the man’s shoulder, 
and said in an ordinary tone of voice, “I am pappy 
to tell you that you are invalided at last.” “Am 1, 
!” replied the overjoyed marine. The im- 
_ posture being thus rendered evident, he was forthwith 
| punished, and sent on board ship. 


| Marks of an Old Soldier—Discharged men who 
| re-enlist, and deserters, who wish to re-enter the ser- 
| vice, frequently omit to state that they have been 
‘soldiers, and consequently it is of importance to dis- 
|tinguish a man who has been in the army from the 
ordinary class of recruits. A well drilled soldier is in 
|general easily recognized; his posture is general] 
upright, both when ‘he is in motion and at rest; his 
chest is full, partly from an elevation of the sternum, 
and also from a greater development of the pectorial 
muscles; the shoulders are drawn back, and the sca- 
pape nearly approach each other. When, however, 
1e wishes to conceal that he has been in the service, 
he sometimes assumes a slouching manner, which 
commonly disappears when he is desired to march 
smartly backwards and forwards in the inspection 
room, and, if the word “halt” be given, the influence 
of discipline becomes instantly evident. 

Although this work is curious to the student of 
human nature, and full of information as to the sta- 
tistics and economy of one branch of the army, yet, 
as it is not very likely to have a very popular circu- 
lation, we will note afew of its facts. The most 
startling one the reader must have already noticed ; 
the wwe men endure to escape the army. An- 
other equally important is, that few, if any, enlist 
from a good or rational motive ; drunkenness, abject 
poverty, some “scrape” in which they are involved, 
a ee ae passion, or the intention to de- 
sert after getti they can, are the respectable mo- 
flee. poweat’ which supply the ranks. Of the two 
em divisions of the poor, the rural and town - 
ation, the rustics form the best and most tractable 
soldiers—perhaps because they are less speculative 
or political than the “loom or the steam engine ;” 
though the aHeged reason is, that town recruits are 
“idle and dissclute,” of “ intemperate and vicious 
habits.” The statistics of recruiting are very im- 
perfect, but, as far as they go, it appears that the 
number of rejections in the town recruits ere much 
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+g than the country.* With respect to age, 
r. Marshall and the continental writers think iS 
too young as a general rule, and that the best mini- 
mum is twenty, and the maximum five-and-twenty. 
In 1895, part of the French army, whose soldiers were 
all above twenty-two years of age, marched four hun- 
dred leagues, and left scarcely any sick irfthe hospi- 
tal; in 1809, another division marched a less distance, 
and filled the hospitals on the read; but half the men 
were under twenty. During a great part of the war, 
the British army enlisted boys of sixteen years: in 
the last three years of the war, the proportion of sick 
was 22 5 percent, of which the inefficiency from 
wounds was only 1 § per cent. ‘Tall men are not so 
useful as men of a middle stature: being more ob- 
noxious to disease, less capable of fatigue, and pos- 
sessing less energy in depressing circumstances. Few 


men, at all events in the infaniry of the line, pass 40 | 


ears of age before they become worn out and unfit 
or service ; the children of soldiers rarely live long; 
and in the cavalry the deaths by suicides are one in 
twenty ! 





In Dublin, the town rejections vary from 28.6 to 
71.7 per cent., in the country, from 5 1 to 27.2 per cent.; 


but the country recruits have undergone a first exami- | 


nation, and town men may have enlisted in ihe country, 
or vice versa, though this operation probably nearly 
balances itself. 





Tue Nava Resources or Enciranp.—It is not 
generally known that a steamer of very large tonnage 
is to be Pt in a day or two from Chatham dock- 
yard. It will have been begun and finished within 
the incredibly short space of eight weeks. 


ment under direction of the government, in order to 
ascertain the shortest 
vessel can be completed. The number of hands have 
been unlimited; in fact, the men are working on her 


at the present moment as thick as bees in a hive, and | 


they are allowed to make as many working hours per 
day as they can. The sum apportioned for the labor, 
we understand, is 4,000/.; and should it not cost that, 
the overplus is to be divided among the men. 
experiment has excited the greatest possible interest 
in the neighborhood.— Greenwich Gazelle. 





Antarctic Exprepirtion.—Her Majesty’s govern- 


ment having some time since, in accordance with re- | 


presentations made to them by the Royal Society and 
other scientific bodies, determined on seriding out an 
expedition of scientific discovery to the Antarctic Re- 

ions, under the command of Captain James Clark 

oss, the council of the Royal Society were requested 
to draw up a report, enumerating the objects which 
should more especially receive attention, and em- 


bracing disputed points in physics and natural history. | 


That report has just been completed, and a copy for- 
warded to the Admiraliy Board: among the individ- 
uals of eminence who assisted in its construction were 
the Margnis of Northampton, Sir J. Herschel, Dr. Fa- 
raday, Professors Grant, Lyell, &c. The expedition, 
which is abundantly provided for, is to conduct its 
observations in concert, on a most extensive scale; 
oe several of the leading members of the Royal, the 
0 
nifi intention of joining it. 
PREPARATIONS.—Travellers from St. Petersburgh 
state that a** war squadron,” of from forty to fifty sail, 
completely > ped, and ready to sail, was lying near 
Cronstadt. In the capital it was generally thought to 
be intended for the Mediterranean. On one of the 
last days of last week, a grand maneuvre was to be 
executed by the squadron, when Cronstadt was to be 
the point of attack: The squadron was divided into 
two divisions, and it was said that the Emperor was to 
assume the command of one of them.—Hamburg Bor- 
sen Halle, Jug. 15. 


———— 


We are | 
informed that this exireme expedition is an experi- | 


ossible time in which such a| 


The | 


sehr and the Zoological Societies have sig- | 


SSS Ss 


WASHINGTON CITY, 
THURSDAY, wisssssses SEPTEMBER 26, 1939. 





Unwilling to abandon the publication of the Chroni- 
cle, after devoting to it so many years of incessant 
labor, yet conscious that its interest is lessened by 
the frequent delays and irregularity that have attend- 
ed its publication, which were entirely beyond our, 
control, we would suggest to its friends that a trifling 
exertion on their part will preserve it from total sus- 
pension. Those who cannot do more, may aid the 
object by remitting another year’s subscription, the 
current year wath a large majority having nearly ex- 
pired. ‘Ten dollars, current money, free of postage, 
will pay for two years and a half. 

fx3- The disposal of a few complete sets, of which 
there ure many on hand, bound and unbound, would be 
of infinile service. If every military post and naval 


| station possessed a set, which would frequently be found 
useful, no further aid would be necessary. ~~} 





| a 


ToNUMENT To Lievt. D. E. HaLe.—-The Platts- 
burgh Republican of the 14th instant, publishes the 
| proceedings and resolutions of the officers of the Ist 
_regiment of Artillery, and says that ‘‘a very neat 
and proper monument has been erected in our village 
burying ground, (under the direction of Capt. Van 
Ness,) over the remains of the lamented Lieutenant 
HALE.” 

Com. Down1E’s Monument.—We are also happy 
to state (says the same paper) that the monument 
erected to the memory of Com. Downte, who fell in 
the memorable battle between the British and Ame- 
rican fleets in Cumberland Bay, on the 11th of Sept. 
1814, has been repaired at the expense of the officers 
of the Ist regiment U.S. Artillery, (stationed at this 
post,) under the direction of Capt. Van Ness. The 
monument was originally erected by the sister-in- 
law of Com. Downrr, of Scotland. The brick work 
of the structure had been much broken and the mar- 
| ble slab partially removed from its place. It has now 
Fbens put in complete repair, which is creditable to 
'the heads and hearts of the gentlemen who have 
| caused it to be done. 


| 
| 
} 





| Mr. Pornsert, Secretary of War, made an excur- 
' sion down Boston Harbor on Thursday in the Revenue 
_ Cutter Hamilton, for the purpose of examining the 
fortifications. He was accompanied by Gov. Everett, 
| Gen. Dearborn, Col. Thayer, Col. Bomford, Major 
| Townsend, Capt. Crosman, Lieut. Wright, Lieut. Os- 
| good, Mr. Webber, of the Ordnance Department,.and 
| the Rev. Dr. Wainwright, of New York. At George’s 
| Island the party were entertained by Col. Thayer with 
| @ sumptuous repast, and returned to the eity in the 
| evening —New York Express. 

Mr. PotnsettT visited the Navy Yard at Charles- 
town, on the 20th, on which occasjon a salute was 


fired. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
Sept. 19—Major D. Randall, Paymaster, H. K. R’s 
Major J. D. Graham, Top. Engrs. 7 ae 
Ass’t. Sur. M.C. Leavenworth, army, Fuller’s 





Capt. D. H. Vinton, A.Q.M., do. 
20—Lieut. J. L. Coburn, 3d infy., do. 
21—Lt. & Adj’t. J. H. Winder, Ist arty. Polk’s 

Capt. E. S. Winder, 2d dragoons, do. 
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Communications. 
FLORIDA WAR, 


—_——- = i —— 


of such operations, if clothed in the usual woolten or 
cotton garments. - Each individual of the detachment 
should be required to carry 100 rounds of ammunition 
WITH HINTS FOR ITS MANAGEMENT. in a powder horn and shot pouch, two blankets, an 

Experience has shown that the principles upon|extra pair of moccasins, and a tomahawk or large 
which the Florida war has hitherto ion conducted, ' knife; to which add a camp kettle, mess pan, and an 
have been but badly calculated to put an end ‘to the | axe, for every ten men. Tents are‘of no use, only 
difficulties in that quarter; and unless an effort be|serve to encumber a march, and ought, therefore, to 
made to strike out something new, and a diferent) be left behind. Reduce the posts to eight or nine in 
system be pursued from the one which has been tried | number; all should be abandoned, save forts Dallas, 
for the last four years without success, it is more than} Brooke, Pierce, King, Deynaud, Heileman, Mellon, 
probable that the war will continue to be a burden! White, and Cedar Keys, and probably one at Lake 
upon the country for years. The writer does not pro- | Okechobee and one at Lake Kissimmee. By concen- 
fess to have much experience in Indian warfare, but trating the force now in Florida at these posts, one 
still he believes that he knows enough of the habits of; half could be spared for detached service ; but under 
the Seminole, to point out a few of the principal errors | the present arrangement, the troops are divided into 











that now exist, and to suggest a suitable remedy. 
The errors are: in moving against the Indians with | 
large bodies of men; in employing dragoons and 
mounted men; in arming the men generally with: 
muskets; in not instructing them in the use of their, 
arms; in not clothing them properly ; and in the es- | 
tablishment of too many posts. 
The remedies are: to march in detachments not to. 
exceed fifty men each, north of Fort King, nor two 
hundred and fifty south. To employ none but foot- | 
men; to arm them with rifles; to instruct them well | 
in the use of their arms before requiring them to move | 
against the enemy ; to clothe them in buckskin, with 
an under dress of flannel; and to reduce the posts to | 
eight or nine in number. | 
robably the greatest vice of the war has been in 
attempting to bring the Indians to terms by marching | 
against them with Targe bodies of men, many of whom | 
were mounted, with field pieces, large trains of wa- | 
ons, drums, fifes, trumpets, &c. &e. To carry out) 
the principles of the art of war in swamps and ham- | 
mocks, with an enemy scattered over the country in 
bands, generally not exceeding twenty in each band, | 
however scientific it may be, is certainly very unwise 
The Seminoles have given us lessons enough within — 
the last tour years, to enable us by this time to profit 
by their teaching. “ Let, therefore, the troops, ordered 
to proceed against the enemy, be required to march | 
on foot, officers as well as men. Horse serve no other 
purpose than to apprize the enemy of the approach of | 
the troops, and then enable them to get out of their 
way should they be the weaker party. Let them be 
provided with provisions for ten or twelve days, if; 
operating north of Fort King, which can readily be! 
carried in their haversacks. If in the vicinity of the’ 
everglades, where the Indians are in stronger force, | 
and the detachments likely to remain out for a longer | 
period, let a few oxen be driven along and used to 
convey the provisions which the men cannot carry in 
their haversacks, until it becomes necessary to kill) 
them. Let the main object of every expedition be to| 
secure the women, children, and slaves. Let the de- | 
tachments be armed with rifles, and be well instructed 
before marching how to use them. ‘The men should 
be selected, such taken as are best calculated to en-| 


|so many detachments, that all that can be expected of 


them is to guard their own provisions. They have 
not force enough at the posts, generally, to make a 
sortie, and the enemy can take up their quarters within 
a few furlongs with perfect impunity. 

At present the science is all with the enemy. They 
laugh, and with a great deal of reason, at a system of 
tactics, which, however proper in a war with a civil- 
ized people, becomes Judicrous when carried into 
swainps and hammocks. The Indians must be sought 
for and found, but not with drums, fifes, trumpets, 
horses, wagons, &e., but by hunting them as they 
hunt us. 

Of course it is not expected that in carrying out 
these suggestions, the services of old officers who are 
not capable of enduring fatigue, should be put in re- 
quisition. Let them remain at the posts, and entrust 
the management to young and energetic officers—men, 
whose thought is not fixed, and who know how to 
take advantage of an impulse—men of enterprise and 
imagination, who can set an example of endurance to 
the soldiers which they will be proud to follow. Such 
officers we have in our army, but they must be sought 


for among the young captains and subalterns, who 


would glory in expeditions of this kind. Let this 
system have a trial, and be pursued for three or four 
months, and the chances are that the Indians will 
either be killed, or emigrated before the Ist of April 
next. 

In conclusion, I would merely observe, that as ex- 
perience has shown that nothing can be done with 
mounted men, should it be necessary to call volun- 
teers into the service, (the propriety of which*is much 
doubted,) they should be mustered in as footmen. 
Still, as discipline is essential to success, unless the 
entered the service under officers other than of their 
own choosing, with the understanding that they must 
submit to a wholesome restraint, their services would 
be worse than useless. PIKE. 





A HOME SQUADRON. 

The friends of a home or coast squadron cite as 
an inducement for its formation the case of the Amis- 
tad. This, to be sure, very strongly points out 
the unprotected state of our coast, and may in- 


dure privations, and under good officers, in four or' duce lawless individuals to attempt depredating upon 
five days, at the expense of as many pounds of pow- | the vessels navigating along our Atlantic shores. The 
der and lead, they may be rendered sufficiently perfect! case of the Amistad is an isolated ene; one which 
to inspire them with confidence in themselves and| has never occurred before, and may never occur 
each other, and thus enable them to meet the enemy | again. With the exception of the “long, low, black 


on their own terms. 


will be about the same as if armed with pop-guns. So 
far as killing Indians is an object, one, rifle in the 
hands of a marksman, is equal to a dozen muskets. 
Let the officers and men be clothed in buckskin—a 
frock coat or shirt extending down to the knee, and 
leggins reaching well up on the thigh under which 
have flannel shirts and drawers, and let moccasins be 
substituted for the boots and shoes usually worn; they 
would thus be able to pursue the enemy in their ham- 
mocks and fastnesses, without running the risk of being 
reducedto a state of nudity, which is the inevitable result 





But to arm them with muskets, | schooner,” an alarm, or case of piracy, has never oc- 
as has been the custom, the result of any expedition | 


curred immediately on our Atlantic coast. 

There are, however, higher and more important 
considerations for the establishment of a coast squad- 
ron, than the fear of piracies ; among them is the im- 
portant one of philanthropy. Sutfering humanity 
cals loudly for the employment of an effective num- 
ber of Government vessels to relieve their distresses 
during the inclement months of winter. We | aad 
to show, by the following tables, or schedule, of the ar- 
rivals and disasters at Cape Henlopen, the importance 
of making this point a station of at least two of the 
coast squadron. 
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TABLE of arrwals of vessels seeking shelter at the 
breakwater, near Cape Henlopen, from the 1st Jan. 
to the 31st August, 1838. 
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Jan. 5| 32) 138) 27) Ranging from 1 to 13 pounds 
pressure to square foot. 

Feb. 37/102; 205] 122) On 17th this month a heavy 
gale; pressure 20 pounds 
to square foot. 

March,| 43,146) 255} 109) On 17th wind E N.E. heavy 
gale; pressure 24 pounds to 
square foot; 18 vessels 
drifted on shore. 

April, | 6} 32} 236) 106) Pressure from 6 to 11 Ibs. 
per square foot. 

May, 2} 43) 288) 36) Pressure ranging from 2 to 
10 lbs. per square foot. 

June, 3} 28] 293] 141} Pressure from 15 to 13 lbs. 
per square foot. 

July, 2} 14) 218) 72) Pressure from 15 to 13 lbs. 
per square foot. 

Aug. 3} 33} 279} 27) Pressure from 2 to 16 Ibs. 
per square foot. 

Total, |101/430/1912) 640 




















TABLE of wrecks within the vicinity of Cape Hen- 
lopen, from Feb. 17, 1836, to Sept. 17, 1838. 














montu. | Year.| Ships.| Brigs.| Schrs.|Sloops| Total. 

Feb. 1836, ~ 2 1 - 3 
April, 4 - - 1 1 
June, - - 1 1 - 2 
March, | 1837, 1 - ~ - 1 
August, - - 1 ~ - 1 
Sept. or ~ - 1 - 1 
October, 6s - 1 - - 1 
Nov. es - ~ 4 1 5 
March, | 1838, - - 6 1 7 
Sept. « ~ 2 11 1 | 14 

1 7 25 3 | 36 




















By the above schedule we can enumerate 36 vessels, 
wrecked at one point on our coast in the short space 
of two years and eight months. This account ap- 

ears almost incredible, and had it not been taken 
rom official data, would bear on its face that stamp. 
The loss of the ship Tamarac, off Fire island, is yet 
fresh in the minds of many. She had on board, be- 
sides a valuable cargo. insured at $80,000, one hun- 
dred and twenty passengers. It was only by the ex- 
ertions of some fishermen, under the direction of the 
light house keeper, that the passengers and crew 
were saved; the vessel and cargo a total loss. 

In a country like this, under the fostering care of 
an intelligent legislative body, commerce is advanced 
and protected; a commerce which adds wealth to the 
nation individually and collectively, and without 
which our whole country would be bankrupt. It be- 
comes the duty of the Government to relieve as much 
as lies in its power the distresses of the commercial 
community. Our flag waves above the batteries of 
five squadrons on foreign stations, protecting the mer- 
chant, and causing the country to be respected by 
able representatives in the persons of its most distin- 
guished and efficient officers. Our commerce tra- 
verses the Pacific, Indian, and Atlantic Oceans, un- 
der this protection, in safety ; but when within sight 
of our own coast, it is lost at the very threshhold as it 


were. 

Here I will leave the subject, well knowing that it is 
only necessary to point out the road to philanthropy, 
and. that humanity whieh at all times pervades our 
legislative bodies will grant a remedy for all ga 
national distresses. R. L. D. 





THE NAVY—ACTING APPOINTMENTS. 
New York, Sept. 18, 1839. 

Mr. Eprror: It being reasonable to suppose that 
you are a staunch advocate of the real interests of 
the Navy, and as ready to expose abuse as to applaud 
merit, ldo not feel it necessary to offer apology for 
equesting that you will, in your next number, have 
the goodness to specify how it is that midshipmen 
are appointed to the duty of the higher grade as 
“acting lieutenants;” thus, of course, according to 
law, drawing the pay of the higher rank, whilst there are 
any lieutenants ashore “waiting orders.” The prin- 
ciple is bad, and alike unfair to the public as pay- 
master, as to the lieutenants waiting orders, and 
should not be permitted. One instance to quote may 
be sufficient to point out the abuse, and I refer you to 
the Poinsett steamer, where it exists. In cases of 
decease, in the higher grade, when a vessel is afloat, 
then, of course, it may be proper to nominate mid- 
shipmen to the duty of acting heutenants till another 
lieutenant shall join the vessel; but is it proper to 
appoint a fewer number of lieutenants than necessary, 
PRIOR TO THE SAILING OF A VESSEL FROM PORT, in 
order that a midshipman may be nominated to act in 
the capacity of lieutenant, to secure to him an in- 
creased rate of pay? 


JUSTICE AND IMPARTIALITY. 





EXTRAS SYNTHETICAL. 
ANSWER TO PRop. I. 
Detroit, Michigan, Sept. 3, 1839. 

Mr. Eprror: The following is respectfully offered 
as a solution of Prop. I, which appeared in your pa- 
per of 22d of August, under the head of ** Extras Syn- 
thetical :” 

** Prop. I. Given, a line, a circle, and a point, in 
the same plane, the line such that it shall not cut the 
circle, nor pass between the point and the circle. 
Required, to describe a circle through the point and 
tangent to the line and circle.” 

By considering first the given circle and the given 
line, it will appear that an infinite number of circles 
may be drawn which shall’ contain the given circle, 
the tangent to it, and the tangent to the given line ; 
and that the centres of such circles will lie on a para- 
bola, having the centre of the given circle for its focus, 
and for its directrix a line parallel to the given line, 


and at a distance from the centre of the given. circle, 


equal to the distance of this last to the given line, 
minus the radius of the given circle. 

It will also appear that an infinite number of cir- 
cles can be drawn. which shall, at the same time, be 
tangent to the given line and to the given circle, with- 
out enveloping the latter ; and that the centres of these 
circles will lie on a parabola having the centre of the 
given circle for a focus, and for a directrix a line pa- 
rallel to the given line, and at a distance from the fo- 
cus equal to the distance from the given line to the 
centre of the given circle, plus the radius of the given 
eircle. 

Again, by considering the given point and the 
given line, it will appear that an infinite number of 
circles can be drawn through the given point and 
tangent to the given line ; and that their centres will 
constitute a parabola, having the given point fora 
focus, and the given line for a directrix. 

By constructing, then, the three parabolas, and de- 
termining their intersection, we shall have the cen- 
tres of the particular circles that will contain the given 
point and the tangent to the given circle and to the 
given line. -Having the centres, their distances to the 
nak points, or to the given line, will of course be the 
radii. 

Instead of considering the circles which will be 
tangent, at the same time, to the given circle and to 
the given line, we may consider those which will be 
tangent to the given circle, and will, at the same time, 

ass through the given point. By adopting this course, 
it will appear that the centres of such circles will lie 
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on a hyperbola, whose principal axis is equal to the 


radius of the given circle, and whose foci are the cen- 
tre of the given circle and the given point. The in- 
tersections of this hyperbola with the parabola, des- 


| Sr. Aveusrine, Sept. 18 —Fifty-one Indians, men, 
| women, and picaninnies, were landed at Fort Marion 
on Tuesday from the Medium, from Charleston, (the 
| party captured by Lieut. Hanson, and those from the 


cribed about the given point as a focus, and having South, sent there, and ordered back.) They appear 
the given line for a directrix, will give the centres of in good health, but somewhat. downcast, a sea voy- 
the circles sought; and will show, moreover, that |age being a new thing to them. 


there are four circles that will fulfil the conditions of | 


the proposition, and only four. 
D * * * b 
A diagram is herewith enclosed, to illustrate the 
above. 
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Domestic Entelligence. 


FLORIDA WAR. 

SAVANNAH, Sept. 17.—By the steamer Florida, 
Capt. Nock, we yesterday received the East Florida 
Advocate of Saturday last, published at Jacksonville. 

JACKSONVILLE, Sept. 14.—A gentleman direct from 
Middle Florida informs us that on the 28th ult., while 
a party of regulars attached toa pen near the Suwan- 
nee river, were engaged in building a bridge about 
two miles from the fort, they were fired on by a party 
of Indians, (the number our informant did not know, ) 
and six of their number killed. They were under the 
command of a Sergeant, who was among the slain. 
They were rallied by a private, and although inferior 
in point of numbers to their savage foe, succeeded in 
beating the Indians back, and securing their dead and 
wounded. Six of their number shouldered each a 
dead man, and retreated, the Indians pursuing and 
firing upon them. They succeeded, however, in get- 
ting to the fort, promptly returning the fire of the 
Indians the whole distance. The conduct of the re- 

ulars in this short but severe engagement, is said to 
Sone been very brave and soldierlike. Three or four 
Indians were seen to fall, being borne off by their 
companions. 





We learn that the troops from Fort Andrews had 
been ordered to repair a bridge a few miles from the 
post, and were on their way for that purpose, when 
attacked by the Indians, about 40 in number, and 
almost surrounded before aware of an attack. Ser- 
geant Harritt, who had the command, was severely 
wounded at the first fire. The troops kept up a brisk 
fire until Sergeant H. and one man was killed, and 
five wounded, when they made good their retreat, the 
Indians following them for three miles. The troops 
are said to have behaved very well on the occasion, 
killing séveral Indians. Sergeant Harritt and private 
Tusk were killed, and privates Hayden, Haesor, Lynn, 
Stevenson and Foster, wounded.—Floridian. 


A report (we hope unfounded) is published that 
General Taylor has offered to release the whole, pro- 
vided 13 of the murderers at Carloosahatchie be de- 
livered up. By common estimation the war has cost 
| 20 or 30 millions, and 20 or 30 hundred Indians have 
| been killed or captured, (100 or 150 only have been 
| killed during the war,) that is, to kill or capture an 
\Indian costs len thousand dollars, and during the war 
the lives of at least 1000 whites have been sacrificed 
in battle or by assassination. Were these Indians 
then released, it would cost $510,000 and the lives 
of twenty citizens to recapture them.— Herald. 


We understand that Col. Downing has written that 
he was politely received- by the President. Mr. 
Poinsett told him that the largest possible available 
force would be sent to Florida to finish the war. 
Until the intentions of Government are officiall 
published, the thousand rumors afloat are not wo 
listening to.—Ibid. 





The Revenue Cutter Hamilton, Captain Sturgis, 
has been lying in our harbor for a few days past, 
where she has attracted much observation from the 
beauty of her model, the general elegance of her ap- 
pearance, and the perfect order and regularity of all 
the arrangements and movements on board. On Satur- 
day afternoon, the crew of the Cutter, a fine, hearty, 
healthy looking body of young men, in the neat uni- 
form dress of the service, marched from the wharf with 
their band, in charge of a lieutenant, and visited the 
museum. We learn that no spirituous liquors of an 
kind are allowed them, and that, as might be expected, 
they are cheerful and contented, and faithfully per- 
form all the duties required of'them. The correctness 
of their deportment wile here, and their fresh healthy 
countenances seem to confirm this statement. It is 
also said that they are furnished with books from the 
rug f of Capt. 8. when inclined to peruse them, and 
that they employ a considerable portion of their leisure 
time in reading, 

On Tuesday afternoon Gen. Miiuer, the Collector 
of this port, with a few other gentlemen, visited the 
Cutter by invitation from Captain Sturgis, and met 
with a very polite reception from him and his officers. 
A salute was fired in honor of the gallant soldier, and 
every attention paid to gratify the curiosity of the 
guests and render their visit agreeable. The men 
were mustered for inspection, and General Miller hav- 
ing been introduced to them by some very appropriate 
remarks from Capt. Sturgis, every part of the vessel 
was free for the examination of the guests, who were 
much pleased with the convenient arrangement, neat- 
ness, order and regularity every where conspicuous. 
The visiters were conveyed to and from the vessel in 
the Cutter’s boats. They passed an hour or two on 
board, and departed highly gratified with the afternoon 
excursion. 

We should have mentioned the performances of the 
band, which added not a little to the pleasure of the 
visit. Itis composed of members of the crew, who by 
thus associating together, contribute to the amusement 
of themselves and their companions, and relieve the 
monotony of their every day duties.—Essex ( Mass. ) 
Register. 


The Revenue Cutter Hamilton has been in our har- 
bor for several days this week. The crew, and a finer 
set of tars we never set eyes on, about twenty in num- 
ber, in the dress of the service, with a band of music, 
marched up to the city on Saturday, and visited the 
Museum, with which they were much delighted. 
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They made quite a long procession, and were in 
charge of one of the lieutenants. They have got some 
eight or nine musicians among the crew who play re- 
markably well. 

On Tuesday afternoon, at the invitation of Captain 
Sturgis, a number of gentlemen visited the Cutter, 
and were very agreeably and politely entertained by 
the Captain and his gentlemanly Lieutenant, and after 
spending an hour or two examining the beautiful 


arrangement and neatness of every thing about the 


Cutter, came on shore much pleased with their visit. 
Among the distingushed gentlemen invited were 


the Mayor, who sent a polite note to the Captain de- | 


clining, owing to the press of official and other engage- 
ments, the Rev. Mr. Upham, Caleb Foote of his Ex- 
cellency’s Council, and the Collector of the port, and 
the Editor of the Register, &c. 

There is no reason why this service should not be 
elevated to a level with the Navy, and it is in the 
power of those connected with it at least, by their 
conduct and merit, to put themselves on a footing 
with it in the public est-mation, if it is not officially 
ranked so. If all the Cutters on the coast were man- 
ned, disciplined, officered, and in such order as the | 


Hamilton, it would be no difficult matter.—Salem Ad- | 
vertiser, Sept. 21. 


Tue Hero or CuirppEwa.—We were reminded of 
other times to-day, in observing Major General Scoit, 
accompanied by Col. Worth, in our streets. Twenty- 
six years ago these gallant officers were wounded upon 
the Niagara frontier. The General, wholly disabled, 
accompanied by his youthful aid, Lieut. Worth, was 


borne in a litter, upon the shoulders of the people, | 


from town to town through the State. We saw the 
** wounded soldier,” thus brought by a grateful people 
into the village of Utica. 

How strangely has the scene changed within that 
seeming brief period! Then the fertile and teeming 
West was an almost unbroken forest. Then, the mer- 
chandise for the entira West was transported in six- 


horse wagons, driven by Thaddeus Joy, Robert Hun- | 


ter, &c., or on the Mohawk in Durham boats, by 
Horace Meech, and others, who now, as Canal pro- 
prieters, despatch more goods in one day than they 
then carried in a whole year! Then, west of Utica, 
there was a lumbering stage which drew “its slow 
length along ” every other day ; but now, amagic wand 
has passed over the West, and lo! we have cities and 
villages, and canals and rail roads.—Albany Evening 
Journal. 


A letter from Commodore Porter to a friend in 
Chester, Pa. published in the Upland Union, announ- 
ces his safe arrival at Smyrna. The letter states that 
the Archipelago is still swarming with pirates, which 
‘require the convoy of the light cruizers of England, 
France and Austtia, to protect the commerce of their 
respective flags, which, as occasions occur, is willing- 
ly extended to one another.” 


“THe Bic Gun.”—The statement made in this 
paper a few days since, in relation to the heavy piece | 
of ordnance cast at Alger’s foundry, South Boston, | 
was not entirely correct; and, as we have now ob- 
tained the particulars as to the weight of metal com- 
posing it, and also its general dimensions, from a 
source that may be relied upon, it gives us pleasure 
to present another and more cuteaded notice of it: 

Inches. 


Length of bore, including chamber, - - 90 

Length from rear of base ring tomuzzle, - 96 

Diameter at the base ring, - . - 31.25 
a at the tulips, - - - - 26.51 
“ at the muzzle, - - - - 20.05 


“ of trunions, - - - - 13 


| Estimated weight of gun, finished, - 15,500 lbs. 


‘“ ‘6 metal used in casting, 19,645 « 
‘ “s ball, - - - 130 « 
es “ shell, - - - 90 «6 


| Weight of powder for a full or largest charge, 18 + 

We should add that the gun was made by the diree- 
‘tion of the Secretary of War, and under the superin- 
tendence of Col. George Bomforé, of the United States 
Ordnance Department. The pattern from which it 
was cast will be exhibited at the Fair of the Mechan- 
ics Association, next week.—Boston Courier. 


SPLENDID Sworps.—We saw one day last week, at 
the factory of N. P. Ames, & Co., some unfinished 
parts of nine swords, which they are making for the 
State of Virginia, to be presented to certain officers of 
the Army and Navy, native sons of that State, who 
have distinguished themselves by acts of bravery and 
good conduct. The swords will cost $600 each, and, 
when finished, will be the most expensive and splendid 
ever made by the Aimes’s. ‘The hilts are to of pure 
gold.— Springfield Republican. 


MEISOCEE Lav. 


From the New York American, Sept. 19. 

Came WasHInGTon at Trenron.—We take 
blame to ourselves that we have not before this time 
said something to our readers of this camp, which has 
now been established at Trenton for some months, 
and which, in this happy region, where neither wars 
nor rumors of wars disturb its repose, presents the 
scene so rare of the soldier’s life in the field. 

Hearing some week or two ago that there was to 
be a review of the troops, we put ourselves into the 
mail train that leaves the foot of Liberty street, at a 
quarter before five o’clock, and after a rapid whirl of 
between three and four hours, were dropped in Tren- 
ton, which, because of the next day’s parade, and 
that the Supreme Court of the State was also then to 
convene, was bustling with new arrivals. 

The morning’s sun rose bright, and having some 
reminiscences of camp life, we resolved to commence 
our military day with seeing the new guard turned 
off, and the old one relieved. Accordingly, by eight 
o’clock we were on the way to the field. The camp 
is formed on the Trenton race course, distant about a 
mile from the centre of the town, and having the De- 
laware, distant about a mile, on one side, and the 
Assanpink on the other. The tents are pitched on 
|the border of a fine grove of young trees, which af- 
| ford both shade and shelter, and, as viewed from the 
old Quaker road, by which the encampment is ap- 
proached, it presents a very striking~spectacle, the 
white tents brought out and finely relieved by a back 
ground and over-arching canopy of green. 

The strains of the band announced, as we reached 
the ground, that the guard was formed ; and we soon 
saw the drum-major, with his flourishing staff—a fine 
looking fellow, but less ornamented and bedizzened 
than his prototype in European services—marching 
at the head of Ais forces along the line of the new 
guard, which was soon after presented to the officer of 
the day, and after saluting, marched to its quarters. 
An interval of some two hours was to intervene be- 











‘fore the troops were to parade for review, and this 


was diligently and agreeably employed in wandering 
about the camp, renewing old acquaintances—for the 
4th artillery, which constitutes the main force of the 
encampment, has, ever since the Black Hawk war, 
been in constant, active and distant service—and ad- 
miring the remarkable order and cleanliness of this 
linen city of the woods. 

We will endeavor to convey to our uninitiated 
readers some notion of the manner in which the camp 
is laid out. 

The soldiers’ tents are pitched facing streets that 
run at right angles with the line of the encampment, 





“ ofbore, - “es  - = + 1 


so that, to the spectator in front, the sides of the tents 
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re presented ; and those of adjoining companies are, 
of course, back to back. In each tent there are, we 
believe, seven men. At some distance behind the 
soldiers’ tents, and in a line parallel with the front, 
are the wail tents, as they are called, of the company 
officers ; the captain’s in rear of the right, the lieuten- 
ants in rear of the left, of the company. On another 
parallel line, in the rear, are the tents of the field and 
staff officers, and in rear of the centre of the line, that 
of the Colonel. 

Where various arms are together, as at Trenton, 
they are encamped according to an established order 
of precedence. The service of most honor, and which, 
therefore, takes the right on all occasions, when dif- 


ferent troops are assembled, is the light or flying ar- | 


tillery, then the cavalry, and then the foot artillery— 
according to the numbers of their regiments—and, 
lastly, the infantry. With these explanations, we 
ask the reader to accompany us in a walk over the 
camp. 

On the right, attention is first arrested by a fine 
battery of field pieces—six pounders—with all the ap- 
pendages of limbers, caissons, and spare wheels to 
guard against the effect of accident. Behind them 
are encamped the light artillery, a detachment of 
about 70 men, commanded by Captain Ringgold, a 
cavalier and a gentleman, who understands men as 
well as he does guns and horses. Iinmediately in 
front of the battery, the horses belonging to the can- 
non, and to the artillerists, are picketted undera tem- 
porary covering erected for them. 

On the left of, and in line with, the flying artillery, 
is a detachment of the 2d regiment of dragoons, un- 
der Capt. Sumner—some 90 or 100 men—whoin the 
esantchs and instruction of their commander have 
made into Centaurs, so much did horse and man, 
while on parade, seem one animal. Their horses are, 
like those of the artillery, placed some distance in 
front of the tents. 

Next in order come two companies of the 2d artil- 
Jery—and then the whole 4th artillery—under the 
command of Col. Fanning, with Major Belton and 
Major Erving for his field officers. 

On the left of the lihe, and at a proper interval, was 
the double tent of the General Commanding, Briga- 
dier General Eustis, a soldier who is as just as he is 
impartial, and who, negleciing no point of duty him- 
self, suffers not neelect in others. With these cha- 
racteristics, and as an officer of approved merit, cou- 
raze, and service, he has the entire confidence of his 
brother soldiers. - 


But the drums are beating, and the glittering co- 


horts are fast assembling; Looking abroad, moreover, | 


on the field, we see it covered with a multitude of 
people on foot, on horseback, in vehieles of all de- 
scriptions ; the race stand is filling with ladies, and 
lo! as Captain Ringgold, with his flying artillery, 
sweeps by at speed, the ear is startled with the earth- 
quake rumble of his death-dispersing cannon. Soon 
is he followed at a rapid galiop by the dragoons, and 


anon, in ordered march and long array, come up the! 


foot artillery, each occupying the allotted ground with 
the precision of veterans. 

The line is formed ; but what buzzing and hardly 
suppressed murmur of admiration is that which reaches 
us from the assembled multitude? Looking beyond, 
we sce advancing the reviewing officer, in full uni- 
form, and mounted on a steed which, though not less 
than 16 hands high, seemed diminutive beneath its 
lofty rider. Major General Scott was about to take 
his place in front of the line, and as we looked upon 
his imposing and noble form, and associated therewith 
the perils he had encountered at his country’s call, 
and the good services he had done her, it was not dif- 
ficult to account for that admiring murmur, which 
only the sense of what was due at such a moment to 
military propriety, was eifectual in suppressing. 

As the General reached the front, the whole line 
saluted, trumpets sounding, banners waving, and 


' drums beating; and yet the line itself steady and im- 
moveable as if carved out of stone. After acknow- 
ledging the salute, and scrutinizing for a brief space 
the appearance of the troops, the General, accompa- 
nied by his Aid, rode down the line, and along the 
rear to the front again, when the whole broke into 
column, and gave him the.marching salute, both at 
ordinary and quick time. This was executed with 
‘great precision; and when it was remembered that, 
|except for the few weeks they have been at Trenton, 
these troops had probably never been formed before, 
‘and maneuvred, as a regiment, the accuracy of their 
-marchings and evolutions proved that the time of the 
encampment had been weil and diligently employed. 


The reviewing being accomplished, the troops per- 
formed a variety of evolutions, the light artillery 
rushed across the field, swung their pieces to the 
front, unlimbered, the men dismounted, the horses 

ranged to the rear, almost of themselves, and the can- 
/non were discharged, limbered, loaded, and off again, 
almost in a time as short as that occupied in reading 
this paragraph. 


While the eye is following the rapid movements of 


» this corps, a cloud of cavalry sweeps by in full charge, 


swords projected, bodies inclined forward, and rush- 

ing over the ground with hot haste, yet with unbroken 
front. As they pass, they uncover the foot artillery, 

‘performing the evolutions of the line, forming and 

| displaying column, the square, changing front forward 

| or to the rear, and moving, though without music, in 
accurate time and distance. 

| Altogether, the display was gratifying and credita- 
ble ; and, though ona sinall scale, gave good earnest 
of the skill and efficiency both of officers and men. 

| After the parade, the reviewing General received 
the visits of his brother officers at the tent of General 
Eustis, and cordial, indeed, seemed the interchange 

of courtesies between them. 

In the evening a ball was given by the officers, where 
those who had been merely spectators in the morning, 
the bright eyed and beautiful, became the chief actors, 
and, in their turn, asserted dominion over the plumed 
and mailed warriors who had carried off the palms of 
the morning. 
| Upon the whole, we have rarely spent a more 

azreeable day ; and it was no little addition to our 
gratification to hear from every quarter, in the city 
of Trenton, uniform testimony borne to the- deport- 
iment and character of the officers, as well bred, well 

-educated, modest and moral men. Such we have long 

‘known to be the character of our little army ; but we 

were glad to have our judgment confirmed by the 

universal voice of all classes of citizens, among whom 
this portion of them are nuw sojourning. 

. There is, we understand, to be another review next 
week. We will hereafter apprise our readers of the 
precise time ; and in this fine autumnal weather, we 
know of no more agreeable visit than that which may 
be made, on such an occasion, to Camp Washington. 


| Fort McHrenry.—We visited a day or two ago 
this interesting fortification, the repairs and altera- 
tions of which, as directed by the act of Congress, 
have been prosecuted under the direction and super- 
_intendence of Captain THompson, and are now about 
|to.be brought to a close. In the old Star Fort, we 
_ find, the parapet wall has been entirely renewed, and 
a handsome breast-height wall of brick erected, which 
allords more room and adds much to the appearance 
of the interior. The slope of the rampart has been 
taken away and a stone wall substituted, which al- 
lows a free circulation of air about the buildings, and 
, thus effectually obviates the dampness that formerly 
| existed in them. The fort has traverses prepared for 
, ten heavy guns, the rest of the defences being for in- 
‘fantry. It has within its walls a complete y bomb 
| proof magazine—an appendage of which it was des- 
titute during the fearful bombardment of September, 
1814. 
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The bridges have been removed, and the entrance | ing ascertained, and supposing a ship to be on the 
into the Star Fort is now through the ditch and up a outer edge of the circle, the barometer in the mean- 
slope into the same pooner: This arrangement time giving the usual indications of a tempest, it is 
gives more space in the ravelin, opposite the gate, | plain that the navigator has it greatly in his power to 
which has the traverses laid for seven guns. |avoid the fury of the blast by steering outwards from 

The most important feature of the improvement is | the centre, as much atleast as the wind willallow. By 
the new Battery which has been constructed adjoin- running before the gale he will rush into the very 
ing the Star Fort in front or towards the water ap-j|heart of the storm. We do not mean to say that 
proach. This Battery is prepared for the reception;enough is yet known of hurricanes, their formation 
of thirty-nine guns, and will prove a powerful aux- | and movements, to render this an invariable rule al- 
iliary to the old Fort. We * sacl in the list of the| ways. But it is highly worthy of attention, and may 
armament the following calibres named, viz. 42, 32,| be modified to suit particular circumstances according 
and 24 pounders, with mortars of ten and thirteen to the experience and observation of the navigator. It 


inches calibre ; seacoast howitzers, and and a battery is very certain, too, that with this general principlein 


ht 








of field pieces—24 and 12 pounder howitzers. 

The purchase of about twenty-eight acres of land 
adjoining the Fort, throws the boundary wall about 
400 yards west of the former position, and adds much 


to the comfort and appearance of the premises. The | 


entrance to them is by a handsome iron gateway, 
flanked by large granite pillars. Near the gate is 
erected a spacious building for a hospital, with wide 
galleries to both stories running all round. 

A substantial and beautifully finished sea-wall, 
built of granite from the Port Deposite quarries, com- 
pletes the boundary on the water side. We recom- 


mend this wall to the attention of our city authori-' 


ties, as a model for those which they may hereafter 


have occasion to erect on Jones’s Falls or the wharves. | 


The quarters within the Fort have also undergone a 
thorough repair, with new zinc roofs, &c. and are in 
fine order. In fact, the work throughout is of the 
best and most durable materials, and has been execu- 
ted in a style which reflects the highest credit on 
Captain Thompson and those employed by him. We 
learr that by the first of the ensuing month the work 
will be ready for the reception of a garrison.—Ballti- 
more American, Sept. 19 





BAROMETERS ON BOARD OF SHIPS.— 1 he New Bed- 


ford Mercury contains some excellent remarks by an | 


experienced mariner, on the utility of barometrical 
observations at sea. 
storms” is now beginning to be pretty well establish- 
ed—so much of it, we mean, as relates to the import- 
ant fact that hurricanes are generally circular or elip- 
tical in form, the wind blowing inwards from all points. 
The air in the interior of this circle or elipsis being 
more rarified than the surrounding atmosphere, the 
outer air rushes in to fill up the vacuum. ence the 
well known fact of the falling of the barometer, with- 
in the sweep of the generating storm. This unerring 
token will almost always give notice of an approach- 
ing hurricane in time to allow the navigator to pre- 
pare his ship for the blast. We call it unerring, al- 
though the indication is not so strong in northern lati- 
tudes as in regions farther south ; owing, no doubt, to 
the greater density of the northern air. The writer 
in the Mercury says : 

“ When a place is just without the limit of the circle 
in which all great storms move, (as has been clearly 
proved by Redfield’s theory, which is supported by a 
mass of evidence of the most convincing kind) the 
barometer will sometimes fall and indicate a storm, 
but the wind may not reach her. This happened to 
the writer at the time of the violent gales on the At- 
lantie in March last. Ships near the centre of the 
circle were disabled. I had a very low barometer, 
mountainous sea, and expected a oe gale ; but had 
only a strong breeze. Ships still farther north had a 
hich glass and fine weather. The gale swept along 
southward of our position, and was very destructive 
to those within the limits of the circle. But notwith- 
standing these exceptions, a certain degree of atten- 
tion and some little expe:ience will enable the navi- 
gator to es those decisive indications of ‘the 
mercury which seldom or never prove deceptive.” 

But there is another important thing to be deduced 
from these facts. The circular form of hurricanes be- 


We believe that the “ theory of 





‘his mind, the seaman, with ordinary nautical skill, 
‘provided he has a barometer on board, may be enabled 
to escape many a danger which otherwise he would 
have few means of guarding against. 

When we call to mind how many lives and how 
much property are at stake on board of ships, and re- 
collect the many disasters continually occurring at 
sea, it should, we think, be established as a maxim 
that a vessel about to sail in the hurricane latitudes 
ought as soon go on her voyage without a compass as 
without a barometer. It may be proper to note that, 
in observing the indications given by this instrument, 
regard should be had to relative height ; that is, the 
present height in comparison with a previous obser- 
vation. When the mercury falls rapidly, warning is 
given of an approaching storm; but not always so 
when the mercury is low. 

We may add that, among the scientific men who 
have done so much to illustrate the true theory of 
storms, thereby rendering incaleulable service to com- 
merce and seafaring men, none we believe are more 
distinguished than our own countrymen, Messrs. Es- 
py and Reprietp. The former named gentleman, 
/now in our city, intends as we understand shortly to 
‘visit Europe, where his meteorological discoveries 
‘have attracted attention.—Balt. American, Sept. 23. 
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| STATISTICAL RETURNS OF THE NAVAL 
FORCES OF FRANCE. 

From the National. 

| SHIPS OF THE LINE AT SEA, IN PORT, OR IN COM- 
| MISSION. 

First rate ships, five—L’Ocean, le Majestueux, le 
‘Montebello, and le Souverain, of 120 guns; and le 
| Commerce, of 110. 

Second rate ships, one—L’Hercule, of 100 guns. 

Third-rate ships, seven—Le Jena, and le Suifren, 
of 90 guns ; and le Diademe, Santi Petri, le Neptune, 
lAlgesiras, and Jupiter, of 86 guns. 

Fourth-rate ships, nine—Le Nestor, le Marengo, le 
Trident, Ja Ville de Marseille, le Scipion, l’Alger, le 
Triton, la Couronne, and le Généreux, of 82 guns. 

Total ships of the line afloat, 22. 

Le Majestueux and |’Algesiras, however, must be 
deducted from the nuimber, as unfit for sea, until tho- 
roughly repaired. 

There remain, accordingly, 20 ships of the line. 

SHIPS ON THE STOCKS. 

First-rate rate ships, 4; second-rate, 12; third- 
rate, 10. 

The first-rate ships, Friedland and la Ville de Pa- 
ris, are completed to the 20-24ths ; and le Louis XIV, 
to the 18-24ths, and may be got ready for sea in a 
few months. 

The second-rate ships, le Tage, Jemappes, and 
Fleurus, are completed to the 22-24ths ; 1’Ulm to the 17- 
24ths, and le Navarin, l’Annibal, l’Eole, and Duguay 
Trouin, to the 19-24ths, and may, consequently, be 
launched in a short time. 

The third-rate ships, Dugueselin and Bayard, are 
constructed to the 12-24ths, le Fontenoi and Achille, 
to the 22-24ths, and l’Inflexible and |’ Alexandre, to 
the 18-24ths. 

Thus, in case of war, we might have 17 additional 
ships afloat, which, with the 20 at sea or in port, 
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would form a force of 37 ships of the line. Nine| The work above described so clearly explains to the 
others in a forward state of construction would still | young soldier the first principles of military discipline 
remain on the stocks. _and subordination, and contains so much sound aivice 
FRIGATES AFLOAT. | for regulating the conduct of the non-commissioned offi- 

First-rate frigate (62 and 60 guns,) 12; second- cer, that Lord Hill has no hesitation in recommending it 
rate, (52 and 50 guns,) 12; third-rate (46 guns,) 12; to the patronage of commanding officers of regiments 

















and one frigate of 40; total of the frigates afloat, 37. | 
From this number, however, we must deduct the | 
Terpsichore (first-rate, ) la Syrene, (second-rate,) and | 
la Victoire, requiring considerable repairs. There | 
remain 34 frigates. 

FRIGATES CONSTRUCTING. 

First-rate frigates, 9; second-rate, 7; third-rate, 5. 
The first-rate trigates, le Renommée, le Semillante, 
l’Andromaque, and la Perseverante, are completed to | 
22-24ths ; la Duchesse d’Orleans, to the 21-24ths ; la 
Forte, la Vengeance, l’Entreprenante, and Semiramis, | 
to the 19-24ths; the second-rate frigates, la Poursui- 
vante, Niobe, and Nemesis, to the 22-24ths, and la! 
Zenobie, to the 21-24ths ; the third-rate frigates, Pene- | 
lope and la Charte, to the 22-24ths ; la Pandore to the | 
20-24ths ; and la Sybille, to the 18-24ths. The others 
are in an equal forward state. 

Thus we might shortly add to the 34 frigates afloat 
17 other frigates, which would make 51 in all. 

The corvettes of 30 guns afloat are 6 in number; 
those of 24, 8, and those of 20, 4. Total afloat, 24. 

There are, besides, 6 corvettes (avisos) of 16 guns. 
Total of corvettes, 30. 

The number of brigs is 29, 21 of which carry 20, 
guns, four 18, and four 16 ; besides 19 brigs, (avisos, ) | 
of 10 guns. Total of brigs, 49. 

Brigs canonnieres afloat, of 4 guns, 4; besides 3 | 
about being launched, 7 in all. 

Schooners, cutters, luggers, &c., of from six to 
eight guns, 13; flotilla vessels of four guns and un- 
der, 42. 

TRANsPoRtTS.—Transport corvettes of 800 tons, 14 ; 
and three more which are to be launched this year; 
lighters, of from 200 to 560 tons, 31; besides two of 
600, ready to be launched ; transports of 925 tons, 3; 
steamers of from 60 to 220 tons, carrying from four to 
six guns, 25; five steamers of 220 tons, ad six guns, 
are to be launched in 1839, and five more in 1840. 

On the whole, we have 20 ships of the line afloat, 
and 17 susceptible of being launched ; total, 37. 

34 frigates afloat, 17 ready to be launched ; total 51. 

24 corvettes afloat, and six susceptible of being 
launched ; total 30. 

49 brigs afloat, 4 brigs cannonnieres afloat, besides 
3 ready to be launched ; 13 schooners, &c.; 42 flotilla 
vessels ; 48 transports, corvettes, lighters, &c; 25 
steamers afloat, besides 10 on the stocks. 

Total general of armed vessels, in case of war, 316. 
The number now afloat does not exceed 269. 





| 





ComparATIVE Cost or ENGLISH AND RussIANn 
Soipiers.—The following statement is from the data 
afforded by Marshal Marmont: 

120 Eng. soldiers cost as much as 538 Russ. soldiers. 


120 French do do 340 ~— ditto. 
120 Prussian do do 240 = ditto. 
120 Austrian do do 212s ditto. 





Our attention has been directed to an admirable 
little brochure, which has recently issued from the 
press, under the title of “ Advice to the British Sol- 
dier, by a Non-commissioned Officer,” and which has 
been made the subject of the following circular from 
the Horse Guards :— 

Circutar Memoranpvum appressep To Orricers ComManp- 
inc Reciments anp Depots, ar Home anp Asroan. 
Horse Guarps, 7th March, 1839. 

The non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the 
Army may study, with great advantage to themselves 
and to the public service, a late publication, entitled 
*¢ Advice ta the British Soldier, by a Non-commissioned 
Officer,” of which Quartermaster-Sergeant John Flet- 
cher, of the 59th Regiment (now Ensign to the New- 


and depots. 

The price of the work is Sixpence, and any number 
of copies will be supplied upon application to the pub- 
lisher, Mr. William Wilcockson, Roll’s-buildings, Fet- 
ter-lane, London. 

(Signed) JOHN MACDONALD, 
Adjutant-General. 

We are satisfied that the liberal and discerning man- 
ner in which this very intelligent and meritorious 
gentleman has been treated by the authorities, will 
have a very beneficial effect on the respectable body 
of which he was lately a member; and we join most 
sincerely, not only in the estimate formed by the Ad- 


jutant-General of the usefulness of the work, but 


equally so in his recommendation of ‘it to the espe- 
cial patronage of the commanding officers of regiments 
and depots.”” We have, elsewhere, made extracts 
from this excellent pamphlet, in order that our friends, 
at a distance, may fully appreciate the propriety of 
the above recommendation.—United Service Gazelle. 





Frencu Navy.—The Belle Poule frigate arrived 
on the 20th inst in Toulon, having on board 298 sea- 
men for the fleet. She is to be commanded by the 
Prince de Joinville, and the effective force of her 
crew is 538 men. The seamen brought by the Belle 
Poule were immediately draughted into the Santi Petri 
ship of the line, which will shortly sail for the Levant. 
The frigate Thetis would also be ready for sea ina 
few days, and proceed to that station with the Belle 
Poule. On the 15th of September the French Fleet 
in the Levant will, it appears, consist of 19 sail, of 
which 8 are ships of the line—viz. the Jena (Admi- 
ral’s ship,) Hercules and Montebello, three-deckers ; 
the Trident, Genereux, Jupiter, Diademe and Santi 
Petri; three large frigates, the Amazone, Belle Poule, 
and Thetis ; the three brigs, Bougainville, Comete, 


and Argus; and the three steamers, Papin, Etna, 
and Castor. 





NEW LIGHT HovseE.—It is stated that another light 
house will be erected by the Trinity Board at Scilly, 
the one at present on the coast not being sufficient for 
the direction of vessels to the anchorages.—Evzeter 
Flying Post. 





The rumor published in the Gazette du Midi, and 
repeated in the Reparateur of Lyons, that the Russian 
fleet has been destroyed at the Straits of the Darda- 
nelles by the English and French fleets, is, for various 
reasons, entitled to no credit. Indeed, excepting ru 
mors vague and improbable as these, the French jour- 


nals appear to contain nothing that is of the slightest 
interest. 





SuRVEY OF THE CoAST BETWEEN THE THAMES 
AND PortsmoutH.—We have recently observed 
notices in the local journals of inspections, by 
commissioners of known respectability, of harbours 
on this coast; and, en making the necessary inquiries, 
we are exceedingly glai to Tearn the very important 
nature of the investigation in which they are engaged. 
They have been appointed by the Board of Admiralty 
to inspect the harbours and the'coast between the 
Thames and Portsmouth, in order to enable them to 
frame a general report founded on satisfactory data as 
to the means of improving the communication between 
this country and France by steampackets, and of af- 
fording shelter to ships in distress during contrary 
winds or storms. Itis a melancholy fact, but, never- 
theless, we believe, literally true, that there is nota 
single harbor along the coast in question which a ves- 
sel of any considerable size, or which steam-packets 





foundiand Veteran Companies) is the author, 


can enter near the period of low-water. The survey 
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and inspection 1n progress is now, therefore, exciting | 
great interest, especially in the towns along the coast 
in question. We cannot doubt that very advanta- 
geous results will be the consequence of the labours 
of the cominissioners, all of whom have been selected | 
on account of their professional knowledge and emi- | 
nence. The commissioners are Admiral Gordon, | 
Colonel Thompson (a military engineer,) Messrs. 
James Walker and Cubitt (civil engineers, ) Captain} 
Drewe (a member of the Trinity House,) and Captain 
Vidal (a Post-Captain in the Navy.)---London Courier. 


Horet ves Invatipes.—The Military admitted 
into the Hotel des Invalides of Paris are classed in the 
following manner, according to their infirmities and 
ages :—Blind, 154; having lost both legs, 12; having 
lost one leg, 313; amputated of both arms, 9; of one 
arm, 226; paralytic or impotent from pains, 237; epi- | 
leptic, 12; insane, 31; with silver noses or chins, 8; 
lame with feet turned in, or unable to walk, 133; 
with feet frozen at Moscow, 28 ; disabled of the hands, 
132 ; various other wounds, 1,027 ; lay brothers, who 
seldom go out, and do nothing, 178; admitted as sep- 
tuagenarians, 516 ; admitted as upwards of eighty, 37. 
Total, 3,051. The number of admissions into the 
hotel is, on an average, 209 per annum.—Capitole. | 


: vavY 


ORDERS, 


Sept. 14—P. Mid. D. McDougall, detached from Re- 
ceiving ship at New York, and leave 3 months. 

16—P. Mid. R. C. Cogdell, Ree’g. ship, Norfolk. 

18—Lieut. J. H. Marshall, detached from Ree’g. ship, 
New York. 

Lieut. J. DeCamp, detached from Rec’g ship, Boston. 

21—Lt. J. Stallings, detached from steamer Fulton. 

24—Lieut. L. Stoddard, and P. Mid. R. M. Tillot- 
son, brig Consort, on survey of southern harbors. 

25—Lieut. Z. Holland, returned from West India 
squadron, on sick ticket, and leave 3 months. 


SENS IS re Ee 
DE 


On Sunday morning, 15th Sept., about 2 o'clock, at 
his residence in Summerville, Mr. MPAPHRAS KIBBY, 
Junior Editor of this paper, aged about 27 years. 

Mr. K. was a native of Connecticut.* He graduated 
at the West Point Academy, was appointed a Licuten- | 
ant in the army of the United States a short time after, 
and on his removal to Mobile he received the office of 
Quartermaster, which he held at the time of his decease. 
About eighteen months since, he besame joint propric- 
tor of the Register, and devoted his time and energies 
to its conduct. While engaged in his duties about ten 
days since, he became slightly indisposed, ant never 
recovered the attack of the insidious disease, which has 
cut off the flower of our population. A mother, wife, 
and child, sisters and brother, and a numerous band of 
friends, are left to mourn over his early aad untimely 
fate. His remains were followed to the grave by the 
members of the State Artillery, of which corps he yas 
commanding offizer. Most of our respectable citizens 
were also present, and assisted in paying a last tribute 
of respect to his memory. 

In the various departments of life Mr. Kibby passed 
through—as a soldier, a citizen, and an editor—his inan- | 
ners won for him the esteem and confidence of all; his, 
talents gained him the respect of his opponents, and the | 
integrity of his character may be but slightly estimated | 
by the confidence in which he was held by the Govern- | 
ment. It would need a better pen than ours to do jus- 
tice to his memory—and yet, why should eulogy be | 
need@l? His greatest praise, which renders other ex- 
pressions useless, may be found in the simple sentiment: 
“ An Honest Man—rue nostesr work or Gov.” — Mobile 


Register. 
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* Captain Kissy was a native of Missouri. He was 
the son of the late Captain Kissy, of Gen. Warne’s ar- 





, with the regulations of the Army and Navy. 


July 4—3in 





my, and grandson of Major Bexsamin Srires, one of the 
first settlers of Ohio, and a distinguished partizan in the 
early border warfare of the West. 








E. OWEN & Co., 
MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 
NEAR FULLER’s HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

BEG leave to infurm their patrous of the Army and Navy, 

that they have made arrangements to receive, direct froin 
London, gold and silver Epaulets, Embroidery, gold and _ sil- 
ver Lace, and all the articies necessary for the equipment of offi- 
cers fur either service, of a very superior quality. 

To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that they have at length succeeded in 
procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
the quality of which has been acknowledged by gent!emen of the 
Corps of unquestionable taste and judgment, to be the richest and 
rarest workmanship of the kind ever offered to the public. 


Sept. 25—tf 





CARD. 

§g-TO THE OFFICERS OF THE U. S. ARMY AND 
NAV Y¥.—The subscriber would respectfully inform the gentle- 
men, officers of the Unite! States Army and Navy, that he has 
taken much pains to acquire a thorough, correct, and practical 
knowledge in manufacturing military Hats and Caps, both for 
the Army and Navy, and is much gratified with the very liberal 
patronage thus far extended to him, and by his attention hopes to 
merit a continuance o1 the same. 

fle would now inform them that he has received the new pat- 


| terns of Muy, 1839, and is prepared to furnish, in the best style, 
| Military Cocted Huts, Chapeaus, Undress, Fatigue and Forage 


Caps, all of which he will insure to be in strict accordance 
He has also made 
arrangements with oneof the first houses in Londun, and.is pre- 
pared to receive orders and import Epaulettes, Sword Knots, 
gold and embroidered Lace, bullion Loops, Tassells, ete., at 
short notice. 
CHS. F. RAYMOND, 
No. 104, Chestnut st., Philadelphia. 


* MGLITARY CONTROL, OR COMMAND AND GOVERNMENT OF THE 
Anny: By an Officer of the Line.”—A pamphlet of 
about 80 pages, bearing the above title has been pub- 
lished at this ofiice, where a few copies are on sale. It 
is an argument to prove the necessity of separating the 
Staifirom the Line of the Army, and divesting the 
former of all military rank—making it, in short, a civil 
office entirely. 

Prise, by the single copy, 50 cents—or $5 per dozen. 

The above pamphlets may be had of the following 


' persons: 


Boston. 

New York. 
West Point. 
Philadelphia. 
Baltimore. 
Washington. 
Alexandria. 


Weeks, Jordan & Co., 
John A. Kyle, 
C. Berard, P. M., 
Carey & Hart, 
F, Lucas, 
F, Taylor, 
Bell & Eniwisle, 
C. Hall, Noriolk. 
J. W. Randolph, Richmond. 
{S-Otiicers at a distance, who wish only a single 
copy, or a small number, and cannot find a sum conve 
nient to remit, may pay to any Paymaster of ths army 
within their reach, who will! receive the money. 
ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 
OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respectfully beg 
e leave to state to the officers of the above corps, that he has 
received froin Washington City a copy of the new regulations, 
together with the drawmy of the Topographical nuiforms 3 and 
ali orders for the same will be punctuatly attended to, and for 
warded with despatch. 
N. B. E:nbroifered Engiaeer belts, and all Military equip 
ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City. 
July 18—tf 
COMPILATION OF REGISTERS, 
OF TIE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES} 
1815 to 1837,—inelusive ; 
by Wa. A. GORDON. 
Orpers for the above work addressed, post paid, to the Com 
piler, Washington City, will receive immediate attention. 
Aug. 29—4t 
JUHA M. DAVIES & JONES, 
SUCCESSORS TO LUKE Davies & SON, 

102 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, 
Manufacturers of the established CAPS for the Army 
and Navy. 

ALSO, 

Stocks, Shirts, Linen Collars, Suspenders, &c. &e. Ke. 
aug. 1—2m 
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